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Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that love thee, Pegce be within, 
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READER, 


TS not unknown to any in 0:7 Engliſh Iſrael, that there ave yet 
here amongſt us ſome Remainders of the Men of 42..and that thi 
Diſeaſe it ſelf ſticks as cloſe to Them, and particulatly to ſome 
eminent Parts of the Nation where they skul, and for the preſent 
where they make their Refuge(for in the Countries they are more eefily 
diſcovered) as the Leprofie did under the Law to tbe very Walls of 
the Houfe ; and it ſeems to be as hardly removed as that Levitical 
Diftemper, which ſome Nataratiſts and Phyſitians ſay cannot be 
one br only by Blood, and that is the thing which their frugers itch 
tv be at avain, Witneſs their late Rebellious Commotions in Scotland, 
which had they taken effett, there would not. bave been wanting 
theſe who wonld have juftified them: No, I {peak hat I knows 
and have heard, did excuſe them,as a poor People Oppreſt; and Yon 
know Oppreſfion makes a Wife man Mad, efpectally at this time 
of the year; the Seaſon being a little Hor. T muft confeſs F am no 
ſtranger to the Men or their ways, having been for many Years 
laſt paſt, "a firr# = pion of them, though T thank God I have atk: 
ways, and do ſtill from my Heart, Abhor and Dete#t any Confar- 
reation with them, or any the leaſt Approbation of their Aﬀings or 
Principles ; for ] have diſcovered ſo much of ill Nature, Cenſori- | 
ouſneſs, Covetuouſneſs, $ elf-ſeeking, and want of Charity in thu 
ſort of Men, that it did always grue me a great ſuſpition that 
their Cavſe was Evil, eſpecially refleting upon the Means which they 
made uſe of to carry on their pretended Reformation, (viz.) The 
throwing down of Epiſcopacy, « Government of Jo Church, as 
Antient im this-Nation as Chriſtianity it ſelf ; the takeing away, 
and Aboliſhing the beſt of Liturgies either Ancient or Modern, a } 
jaſtified'taking up of Arms againſt their Native Soveraign, the 
Lords Annointed, to whom, and to Whoſe Anceſtors they and theit - 
Fore-fathers had Sworn Allegiance : the Plundering and Deveſting 
of the Kings moſt faithfull Subje(ts of their Gaods, us >the and 
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for their diuriful adherence Id the beſt of Kings who ever raion'd in 
thu our Iſle. And laſtly the embrewins their Violent, Rebellisus and 
Wicked bagids in His moſt ieraf Blood, a collrſefwphichFh4 Moral 
Heathen wg'ild Blkffto take, ſave $r\Country ready to be Loſt and 
R«ined; and" yet theſe men ina Bad Cailſe to pretend Conſcience and 
Religio | eco beretofore Conquered the Heathen World,;nory reſts 
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dirs t6 they, were «ble. and wanted not Nembers.co do it; but by 
Zetr 7 ergy; for theſe Men | fax to pretend.Con cience.and Reli- 
776 Ament Me] Igerca Periſle--F rontem de.re us... heſe are the 
Wie None an mn Jl lomine Denſe inde For 
s very wel know that ut lies not.1p.the Power or W tt:off. theſe,. though 
* hey. gladly would and do flatter themſelves perhaps.in this their Foſly 
A 6 IE be able.to Cajole any Perf ons of Loyal Hearts, or Prins 

o es, to take part with, 07 appear againſt the-Biſhops in the. preſeiit 
Eontroverſie : No, Gentlemen believe it, You ſragil to. ſtxang, and 
you are.too well kngnn, and 1 can never:believe.;the contrary, till-1 
x20 pen/made, rep 10 Carry .inonce mere their Flats to Guild- 

;. for the Carrying. on Your Unholy, Cauſe.:\.ox to Shat. up their 

o:dig peretoforezand. 20 with. you. to; Releive 
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Glocelter, . Arqui pervas Ipes habet Zropa ſales habet. 
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'Z Ang lo [Refer the Reader to the Perulah of, the Book: 
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The Fondut of the Prie hood aſſerted by the Law of Nature and Levitical Law ; the 

*  munities thereof under Primitive Chriſtianity. The returns of Gratitude to. God for. the 
Blesſings and Labours of the Mimiſters thereof i mn the Reformation of the Church, in the 
laſt and preſent Age tobereln we Live ; together with ſome. cloſe Reon thereupon... 


Eligion a thing ſo Excellent, (that to be carglefs' 1n--it,. or negletil 
of it, is accotinted a great diſrepuration we ajY: ro any Party or 
Perſon) hath ever had fince there were, P ffors of 1 It and that,is 
{o long as there have beeri men in "Ba Wigs 2 ele number of 
| Perſons, who have been the Miniſters of 'x.”._ Theſe men duxei 
the firſt times, and the Adminiſtrarion of the Law of. Jature, were! Th 
Born, arid they both Princes and Prieſts too ; f6 that the A Ia As La ; | 
2d-the Performance of 'Religious' Worſhip we find Foo: o. have , 
rogether iri-one and the fame Perſon, Adam, Seth, Enach, ,and Noeb, .. ry 
S =\ 


ntbdilievian Paxrriarchs were in their Order 26d ETYEN both King 


all6 ; as anyÞerſon rhiy be ſatisfied, if he will peruſe thoſe (nts f the No 

Antiquities Philo and Jofephus : Afterwards, irhen the Law was hon = 

Precepts| to the Sorts of 'rnen, one of the Twelve Tribes (viz) thar..gf Lew hag 
"= 


bc Prielihood anained ts it, together pork woke creat Trirrnnrte Than 
© Priviledges,and in the An FILL J Canza GFMrr.Selden Authority may 
- ſway any, Rev. Hiſt, Tithes, c.2.) they of Levi had near three times the Agnual Re- 
J  v ls arhang them,they had theif Places and Voices in their Sunhe- 

| | ls:yez and Coghizance of Capital. Cauſes 2Wo,as we may Find targe- 
ly proved. by the Learned Spelmanin his Hiſtory of Sacriledge;Whart ſenſe the very 
Heathens themſelves had of the Honours of their Prieſthood, it would be very 


for the pn, 


| ery well obſerved, that during the continuance of rhe gift of "Tongues, extraor- 
Yinary Learning, and other Miraculous effuſions of Gs Holy Spirit upon the 


Primitive Church, thete were a6 need of the Piety and Charity ,which ſubſe- 


th 
Wl hit <xcraordinary qualifications, and abundant meaſure of Spiritual Graces 
 Ifhiexexiithithey were furniſhed above us, ic hath pleaſed the Lord of the Har- 


de brought back to the Primitive Purity, and the Clergy alfo to the Kpoſtles Pc 
-verty, to argue thus much char they ife no farther true Goſpel Miniſtets; 
and the Succeſfors of the Apoſtles fhian/theF are Jble to work Miracles, and that 
they though not enabled to it by any Education may be required to work in ary 
of thoſe Callings of which the Apoſtles were, - whoſe Succeſlors they pretend to 
be. Weread in Lud. Vives in his Commentary wpon S: Auſt: de Civitdta Pri,/Vhat 
the Prieſts of Ceres ['no other than the Mendicancs among them: of Rime ] 
were to renounce the World and Riches and Honout tov ;| and therefprethar ori, 
the day of their Initiation they were to put on a Coat which they never left off 
cill ſuch rime as it was ſo ragged that it, would no longet hang torheir batks ; ger- 
tainly if Spiritual Perſons were left to ſore mens allowance; abis would be their 
Portion from them to be clad with, Poverty, /Coritempt, '4nd/- Rags, and their 
Callings as well as their Neceſſities . would conſtram :thenx'ro -Faft 1andiÞray, 1 
iow Tame men (particularly Luther) amongſt'out Refonmers have'ſleighted Ho- 
nours, and that Portion due to their Gallings, our of fincere Principles anda good 
meaning, who have yer lived to Repent their Ertor, thouglh-noc- able- to Tedtels 
it, when they have ſeen how much the Churchhas thereby fuflered, and Religion 
been hemn ek Witneſs Luther Epift: p. 1 31. Ego per meo- ftipendio amino tantwii 
novem antiquas Sexazenas habeo, preter has ne obolus quidem mibs; aut fratribus t Civitots 
accedit, A great and noble reward for fuch miatchlels deletts, and if fohappy ant 
Inſtrument of Europes Reformation, fo valiant a Champion; who fingly- oppor 
ſed the United Power of Rome and Hell, What may the Clergy of our days > 
pet ? viz, 'To be deyeſted,of their Reyenues, Honovts arid-1 es; beraule 
they are the Succeſſors of -cheir Forefzthers/the Biſhops and -Refarmers'im| Queen 
Marys days, ſome of the Principal whereof were publickly Bir as Martyrs for 
that Religion which (God be thanked)mavgre:cthe Monſtrous ingratitude bf ſore, 
ie yet through the Blefling of God enjoy;by the Pains and Labours of cheir Wor- 
thy Sueceſſors. Who are the Perſons who have to.theEcernalShameand Infamy of 
Rome laid open the Vileneſs, Wickedneſs nd Immoralicy as weil: 4s the 
falſe Doctrines, Idolatries and Supefſtizions af.that Chureh 3! Who are they who 
have been the Watchmen upon the Wall, thatihare ever-finee the) Reformatidn 
Beaten and Foiled them in theit Afﬀailes upon out! Church > Was nor: the Walls 
thereof Watered; and as it were Cemented with-the: Blood'/of: Crimmery Latimer, 
Ridley, Hooper, and others.;'the SupeſtryQtbre raiſed by: Jeaul; Reynolds: and drhers; 
Sed me repramo.. And yet now thoſe. days through Merty':arer over, Muſt theit 
Succeſſors {till be wounded by the bands | of. their /precended Friends,.:and: te> - 
terve ſuch hard meaſure from their Pretended Well-wiſhers 2! This ſtrike to" thi 

very Heart: | 10 ig nimad;or; rabid 
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-The Clergytander the Law and Goſpel alſo, have ingaged in Secular Cauſes, and the State very 
 1**bappy m this their Adminiſtration in the Prinative times of the' Goſpel proved fron the Ex- 
5 umples of St. Ambroſe, St. Auſtine, &c. | | 


V E all know it was aPolitical Maxim mentiotied by Joſephus as derived 


from Moſes ,Gearoime waits 3 Ranks dV ye Te dpyripins x} 7 of pgenarey yduns Philo. 
TM 1:1 in vit. Mof. The King muſt ever take the advice of the Prieſt, 
"Moſes himſelf was a Prieſt as well as a Ruler ; and he appointed Prieſts dureing 
the Levitical Adminiſtration to be Overſeers of all things, Judges of Controver- 
Ges,” and-Puniſhment of MalefaQors, - Joſeph. lib. 2. cont. App. who law the pre- 
cept reduced to practice, tells ns the thing in fat was ſo. Who hath not heard 
that Ely and Samuel the Lords Prieſts were at the ſame time Civil Judges in 
Iſrael. - Chytreus makes three Conhiſtories amongſt the Jews, of all which the 
Prieſts were the Principal and Efſential Members : (1.) A Triumvirat in every 

' City wherein many marrers and lighter Trefpafſes was decided ; theſe Groting 
calls Pedaneos Judices. (2) The little Sanbedrim Conliſting of 23, wherein Capital 
Cauſes were determined in the Gare of every City. (3.)- The Council of State 
c grand Senate of 70 Elders, which ſome make to conhiſt of 71, taking it” Mo- 
fs; others in 72. Six out of each Tribe} the High Prieſt being commonly of 
-\the Number. Now that the Priefts and Levites were part of this great 

Exc: 13-/Sanbedrim ;'\ Cauſabon "will bear. me out; © who makes it appear 

' ” "2 out of their beſt Authors, quod hujus Concilii ea fuit inſtitutio ut ſi fieri poiſit 
e-Salis-Levitzs + Sacerdotibus conftaret, "That as near as might be, the endeavour 
was it might confiſt only of Prieſts and Levites ; whence Joſephus and Philo oftenry 
times:uader the Title of Prieſts underſtand the Sanbedrim. Come we down tg 
David-whoſe Government was a Pattern to all his Succeſſors, his Reign was peace» 
able and flowriſhing ; nor did he want States-men of the moſt raiſed abilities for 
his employments :\ Yer did not this Wiſe, this Holy Prince think 'it inconſiſtent 
with: the:Sacred Fun&tion (which yet St. Auſtm tells us in ſome reſpects Ope; 
roſuus Mowſterion chan that of the Goſpel) to engage Levites in his weighitieſt ſecular 
Charges. :' For. we find: Hathaliah' and his Brethren appvinted Officers on "this 
{ide Jordan,'\ not only. mthe buſineſs of the Lord, but in the Service of the King ; 
And Jerijah another in Holy Orders is made Plenipotentiary orRuler over the Rex- 
benites, the Gadites, and the half Tribe of Manaſſah in every matter pertaining to 
God, and in the affairs of the King likewiſe, 1 Chron. 26. 30, 32. Nor was he fin- 
gular in it, but was Imitated by good Jehoſaphat who made the Prieſts and: the 

* © Levites Judges of all the Controverſies ins Jſrael, not excluding matters of Blood, 
'2 Chron. 19. 8, 10. Now run over the Catalogue of all the Kings of 1/rael and 
were any to be paralled with theſe ? I am fure that none went beyond thele,none 
whoſe Government did more proſper with Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, and Tranqui- 
licy. And though under thereſt of the Kings we have no expreſs mention of 

- the ame practice ; yet all things conſidered, we have more teaſon to conclude ir 
© = held thanthe contrary, for we find Jehoiada the Prieſt chief Counſellour to Joaſh, 
2 King. 11. Andif we look into after times at the Babylonian Captivity, = 
| Prieſts 
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"7 x Aﬀſemonean;Race continued ablo ute Princes ol \Fompeys LONqL 26a LULL . 
© 9: We may further add that many Ciyil Caules are by name 1elerv'd to the Levi; 


tal Cognizance,) as the Inquiſition for Murther,, falſe. Witneſs, <<. Deut. £1. 
And yet after all, the Preachers of the Goſpel do not .hence draw, anguments that 
they are chiefly and (olely to be intruſted with, thele great and Important Manitte- 
ries, bur 1 do, on their behalf averr, .and will ve rofprove and; maintain, 
I hat a fit. allowance being made to the differenc®Vt [Times and Perſons ;;the 
model preſcribed by God himlelf under chis Levitical Adminzſtrarion may lafely be 
fallowed, now in Tome things, and thole no Cireumſtanrials ayſo. | | 

Bur leaving Moſes, tet.us come to Chriſt, and lee how matters ſtaod under the 
Goſpel, here though we have no inſtances of Hanours conterr'd, by. our WAS! 
upon his Apoſtles; yet have Wwe. Prophehies,, that. after the. publication .theteo 
Kings ſhould become the Nurling, Fathers of ir, and that the feet of thoſe that 
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the Hiſtoriarthath ic. The ordinary lentence was, F " P __ 
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; Teda lucebis,in'illa es 
Qua ſtantes ardent <3 fixo gutture fumant, Juven. "101 £413 


they judged ngthing too dear... All Hiſtories ring of Conſtantines, kindnels, to his 9 
Clergy, by whom the moſt weighty Aﬀairs of his Empixe dureing| his time, was 2 
molt happlly cranſacted, and that moſt of his Succeſlors; wrote after, his Copy 
will appear by what follows ; for it were very.eafle to muſter a little Army. of = 
Fathers engaged in Secular Employments. We read Zozomen |. 6. c. 32. thar 
Epiphanius Bithop of Cyprus, a Perſon of ſingular vertue, prudence, and 'piety, iy 


i hiad that John Patriarch of Alexandria was accuſtomed, to. fit 


- . i 


IX up and Select only a few, whole eminient Labours have Eternized them to poſt 
"x rity, and begin with St. Ambroſe, who flouriſhed 4: C. 378. and "to his* Cons 
"> Juct and Grivernment was the great City of Milan entrufted, fo that St. Auſtin. 
+ Conf. 1. 6. c. 7. Complains that he was a long time kept from acceſs to him 
* VSecludentibus me ab ejus anre atque vre Catervis negottorum hominum quorum infirmitatibus 
ſerviebat ; He had whole traiffffſhof Suiters about him to diſpatch cheir worldly 


hy. 


:: neceſſarii fuerimus, fit nos Simttos & Dei.Servos appellant, ut negotia terra Jue peragant 


* ting tothemlſclves and the Church, in complying roo much with a ſort of men 
r* amongſt us, whoſe intereſt it is to draw all Cuuſes into their own Courts for the 
= ſupport of their own Grandeur and Faculty ; whereas otherwiſe thoſe Suites and 
ry Cauſes might perhaps with little or no charge have been more ſpeedily, yea and 
- FatisfaQtorily determined. Our laſt inſtance ſhall be in Gregory the Great, de Cur. 
- Paſt, (with whG ſome cloſe the good Popes) whom we find complaining that 
5 Sub colvre Epiſcopatns ad ſeculum retraftus ſum in quo tantis terrx curis mſerrio quantis me 
+7 ti vita laic a tiequaquimt deſerniſſe reminiſcor. He was never in all his Life time ſo en- 
»- combred with Worldly buſineſs, as after he came to be a Biſhop ; bur he after- 
= Wards adds that, Etfi cogamur terrenis negotiis intendere, mens tamen noſtra ſeculari ya 
- rietate ron delefiatur, ſed tota in union currit, atque confluit . Though he was 
= forced todo this for the good of his People, yet be rook no Pleaſure in it, and 
© his mind was taken up with better things, for all agree that theſe muſt not be un- 
'® derraken our of laye to them, but Chriſtian Charity and Compaſſion to the op- 
- preſſed, Aug. de iy. Deil. 19.c. 19. Now theſe Imployments were conferred 
= upon thoſe Fathers not as Biſhops but as Subjets more Eminently qualified than 
* others, both by their Prudence, Experience, and Integrity, as well as Humane 
» Exarnitig. But Three there ate (in which they did Principally engage) and 
© which may feem moſt agreeable to their Coar : Firſt, To be in the Commusſion J 
Peace ; andro Tpeak Impartially, Who fitter for ſuch a Work than they, whole 
baſineſs atid Calling * is'rb reconcile thoſe that are at vatiance : And this was the 

” dfign of the Ancietirs, though ar firſt it began in a way of Charigg ; yer being 
* found profitable, it was upon mature Deliberation by the Chriftian Emperors 
cotifirmed, particularly by Conſtantine, Zozom.tib.1. c.9. who leaves it free to any, 
oy Brew ner Bogoarhes nelow far Bixoyru th; tharnxbt dpxojis tegar $a. Valens atnd Yalentmian 
- enlargedit and intrifted them with the Raves of Commodities Sold in the oy 
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'  age5 Vatious, ſometimes more ſometimes lefs as EFOEs n Cr 
fayourable to the Church, ,wwhoevet kepc wr fa 20 their owt, hands; 
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FUNCHOR vel; = t Dee in ſevers M 
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were more or. leſs 


Conſtantine was the firt thas palled - the Royal Giant in- favour of the Clergy, 


petrficring the Cognizatice of allCivil tnatters;Evenbetween Laymen to theEpil- 


copal Tribunal if efcher party did require it, though the other denyed has. conſens, 
and theit appeal wasto' be obeyed by the Magiſtrazes whenever made, though 
the ation was already commenced: in anoilier. \Court: . Arcadius and Fonoriis 
did a little retrench- this unlimicted power, yetftill allowing if by the. joint con- 
fent of both parties, and making the Biſhops as it were Referees, |. fs quis 8x con- 


; ſenſu. de Aud. Epiſcop. and their decifionto be bixding and final wi appeal. 
+This Law was after ratified by Theodoſis and Juſtotan I. Epyſc. c. cod. Nay this 


latter Emperor Juſtinian repoled fo nauch confiderice in them, that he made thenti 
Overſeers of the Secular Judges, Novel: Confti 56: This then has. been the 
practiſe of that pure and Primitive Age, ang the greateſt Enenues the. Church 
had, could never deny. but that the Biſhops have had their Tribugals for above 
theſe 1 300 years Erected by Conſtantine, confirmed by Arcadius and FHonorius, Thes 
odofius and Yalentinian, &7c. Only ſome Curiouſly mince the matter, and allow 
them power to heat Cauſes; and to become Referees and Umpires by the conſent 
of both Parties, bur yet they will not hear talk of any Coercive Juriſdition; 
though as-emiinent Civil Lawyers as any ate, Attribute it to them, and particu- 
larly Accurſius interprets Audientia Epiſcopalis, a term frequent in the Code by 'Jur 
riſdiftio ; and Conſtantine forbad expreſly the greateſt Prince in the Empire to re- 
voke what oiice the Biſhops had Decreed, Euſeb, Vit: Conſt: |. 4. c. 27. In pro» 
ceſs of time the Magiſtrates having encroached upon, and almoſt outed the 
Clergy; Charlemame revives that good old Law of Conſtantine, confirming the 
ſatne Juriſdiction to all Biſhops, repeating che Charter word for word, (ar. Mag: 
in Capit, |: 6:c. 28: What the praRtiſe was in our own Country of Engl@id ſhall 
God willing be inade out in what follows, wherein I doubt not bur togive abun- 
dant ſatisfaction of the Faftumthat the Clergy were employed as much as the 
Laity in the Deciſion of Secular Cauſes, fo far as we have good Authority and 
Record in the times of the Saxons, and lo downwards till our late and ahaper 
Diviſions 1 640, &c. which God grant may be ever buryed in Oblivion, and thas 
we may never liye to ſee the ſame again. Secondly, To be of the Privy Coun- 
cil, whete frequently Cafes of Conſciences relating to State-matters may ariſe : 
As ſuppole there be a Conſultation about a War or Marriage, the Lawfulnefs or 
Unlawfulneſs thereof, muſt be judged # foro Conſcientie, and ſo is the proper 
Subject ga Divine or Clergyman ; and perhaps the thing will not bear ſo much 
delay, as W Summons Prelates together for Advice nor Reaſon of State to be ſo 
much publiſhed, for want of ſuch Knowing and Religious Counfellours; Prin- 
ces may often be entangled in unjuſt Maſlacres, and raſh Wars, and Innocent 
Blood be ſpilt, which otherwiſe might have been prevented : And for preyen- 
tion whereof the Godly Prudent Princes both of our own and other Nations 
have ever atimicted ſome ſpiritual Perſons to their Counſel Tables, and' Cloſes 
Debates. To the good advice of Biſhop Fox of Wincheſter we owe the Union of the 
ewo Kingdoms of England and Scotland ; fot the other Privy Counſellors advis 
ſing King Henry the 7th to Marry the Eldeſt of his Daughters to France, the mare 


Noble and Rich Kingdom : the old and wiſe Biſhop 'adyiſech bis Majeſty the 


contraty, at which the King ſeeming ſomewhat furpriz'd; the Biſhop gave _—_ 
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"I King O 
E TOE: 5 hereas of the contrary England being'undet Fince, -wothould Hiawe 
.” bee bten ruled by# Frenth Tjentenant of Depaty, i whithihe Engliſh he doilbea 
- © \wbuldtardly brook;>and perhaps our-Goverdment and $.aws by-reafsn- of ther 
| ditiagfetableneſs to the French; 'Ynight havebeex arcernptedito-have been charged 
5 © Yhtothoſ®'of Erie; *which che' Engliſh Tha (his Opinion was)- would hardly 
= *Gear Whereas thoſe of Scotland were foto muchodiffering-from the L#vs 
_ _ &nd Giftiomes of Fiigland, and twas to behgped the two Nationswould berth 


would bebroughtt& England, ifid-old Enmitiestreconalled find foreger 


Fceordtagether thait the Engliſhiahd Frenth would. : The good eyerivet which 


{+ -Gounſel-we have/ſeeh (vid oub own Eyes"Ynd may/itllong contidub1?. 16 is\y6. 
| <brded'6f | Conſt aiitine that hewwouldinor inany wif aitpene with the abſence! bf 


: his Bifhops from him; who had'he lived/1n Ur Prophtine'age, the OhutdhesEL 
- Hemi& Would have faid'that the good Ettiperour had/beer Prieft-ridden;- a well- 
; meant man, butnot overwile-:- Bur theg60d'Etniperors joy it; was to fee Fi 


"Court #0B/a6it were-a Chichi Nay ſo mudiifſedf theſ@Holy men he made, tht 


he made them follow him in his ſourneys arid warlike Expeditions,” Eaſeh, ' de! $5 
Fu 4.1 Des 5. 1deia 1. 4. c. 5617 Sothar we'read ih Peter Bleſnſis Ep: 84: ad Al: 
bs whe provesit large there," That itishot only lawfull but verp expedient 
or Prelktesro be itvthe Courtsgand Connlels'of Princes uport ſuch! like inpor4 
rant” TE&ſdfis as thoſe are, and' thereth excuſes the Biſhops of -Wintheſter, Eh: 


--21Thirdly, "To be employed in Treaties and'Negotiations of Peace: and *Coms 


metce; and this both the Ancieat'4nd Modern practiſe will uſtifiey that/ none 
have beett more frequently 6r 'mhoreſucceſsfully uſed arid empl6yed/in fuch Me 
fagesthin'the Ambaſlkdonrs of "Chriſt : Solettin Embaſſies- cannot: be/expe&ed 
befbre'the Magiſtrate embraced rRe'Gofpel:-Bur in the'very beginning; 4f the 
4th Cegtury'we hive Marutbas Biſhop of Miſppotamua ſent Embaſlador®from;he 
Emigerotieh Rome t&'the King'iof Perſia, Sorrat/l, >. c.' $110 Prelently 'afrer. Thee 
dorick diſpatehrt Epiphanius Biſhop/of Ticmum or Pavia to Gunebald King of the Buys 


_ gwndians, *Euncch. Titin.-vit. Epiphani, who at his tequeſt-releaſed great numbersof 


poor Cheiſtian Captives. Then we&have St. Ambroſe ſent by Valaitmidn to 'Max- 
wus-that commanded the” Britiſh Arzys; to;defire Peace, which hehappily effe&- 
ed tothe preat contentment of - his Maſter, Ambroſ. Ep.'2/7. |; 5. whete he -men- 
tions an'6ther Embaſſy wherein he was imployed. I might-'add;'St! Chyyſoſtome 
imployed to treat with Gainas as Baronius inforrtis us. Jobn Biſhop'of 'Rome 'com- 
rmiſſfioned'by Theodorick to Juſtine-the Emperor, -Niceph. with multitudes of others 
itn-latteritimes, whereof if I ſhould'give inſtance ſome perhaps would rgyly upott 


 metharthoſe'were fimes of Popery and Ignorance ; yer perhaps of mM candid 


hinpliciry and honelty than the times whereitv we live ; and for the Moderns 
thetime would fail me to ſpeak of our own'and Neighbour Nations ; for this con- 
rinued'the Umverſal:practiſe of -Chriſtendome till Smcerity gave place to! Hypocyiſie, 


_ and that new'Definition of an Bmbaſſadour came up, 'that he was, Vir peregre 
 thiſſus 4d ſpetioſe mentiendum Reipub. cauſa. A'good man ſent abroad to tell! ſpecious 
-, hes forhis Countries ſervice: Theh mdeed it: was:high-time for:theſe Holy men to reſign 
ap. theſe > \Employmtnts '1th\ others whoſe -- Education and” courſe” of | Life "better became 


Thin have (ven Both" Ariineand Modern Uſage'oh-the Clerays ſide; the 
uniticerrapredipractiſe of che: Wotld forabbysigoob;yeats before and: underiahe 


i651 Law 


þ "Chriſtian, : 


1 the purelt.t1mes imce the Gol ell orc x nen n, Jewiſh 55% 
lowing & in heir practile ag ere it, fave ſome 
late, and thoſe few Innovatorss\ who bach 6 have dilclaimed the infallibi- 
licy, of the'@hurch of Rane, ſeerato licked limle to; -to- that of Geneyaor 
Slant! we baye \e heardehe moſt. amongſt cher -ithers engaged by their 
Princes in Ske Fro Oxmeats;: and if yer ſtil thig mult be an Error, fit Ante 
ma mea cumipatxib .caſt-my Lot on: tba-ido 1 "Tisxonteft ris pirty:thar 
any ſhobld ne by Anggrinys but -'tis -moſt- miſerable nor to. be moved 
b Auth rl "* 1&0 4 SY OOO 
_- his apr the Faflun of uſage; eRinEvidert, lee 4 4 lle in hich 
glacek ©: the. Jus of it,and fi eGany Fanauecktarexgepiba a ſelEcon- 
aceghs Mawes Principle and-dayly Azaytdle 2 Ge Cn 
vIany orhgs Calling, ether ot :Gampp:Commpuor] 
2 Nw the rigid Dilnliaarian I ID arid 
Se $0,him. we ſhall addreſsgur {clves;; andbtovondeimppoſeilnm ro: beridt 
elicclg Eoomgaratd of ;Geneya;and to have the beſtparty anc w de Mager = 
beſt head-piecg,amonsgſt them. :« IH ahi Sonare>:obS)ymdin! thoutdiroms 
In hin ta degidea-differepceberweeni bis; quarrellingg boded or: fad fea 
ro him to, adviſe with him about a War with:their great'E -Doakecot/: 
yo, or engage him to Sglicite at the.Colurt.of France, ye oe theSmffo” Cantooas © 
a Publick Agent,!.rhere being none moretikehjita: prevail/in'>ſuoks; ah pmabaſie * 
than himlelt ; and the lictle Conumonwealth otherwiſe would be int dangers : 
 beloſt,;'in chis caſe ſhould; he be heard pleadibg the inconſiſtency» of this: "Holy 
Profeſſion, with ſuch an, imployment;; and: thereupon” returns denyal; if (6; 
then.the Magiſtrate will. be an; ilxondition; who muſt be obeyed, in ras | 
miore | than-the;others Calling enjoins biin whether ad of no; and 
being a ſpiritual Perſon, will make the Civil Magiſtrate Joole the ſervice and'uſe 
of his Subject :, A thing yet which the moſt eminent amongſt them have not. 
declined ; for that neither Mr. Calvm formerly in the one, nor Mr. Henderſon of 
farer times irrthe orher; Have not ſcrupled greater matters. 

- Bur ler matters be made neverlſo clear, it mal be/feared that the Vulgar have 
taken up ſuch prejudices from the inexcuſeable buſineſs of ſome late Preachers 
hereamorigſt us intereſting their very Pulpits in State matters dureing our late 
Froubles (3. practiſe never ſufficiently to becondemn'd); that all perhaps'may'bs 
bound to their good Behaviour for a while forwthe Miſcarriages of theſe men, 
who have been ſo notoriouſly guilty of the ſuppoſed crime, they haye been 


BRUEY, f inccheir Preaching againſt ir, andvhargeing/it upon" orhet 'rmen, fas 


nexes (as they: did) ,cngapged in any ching of-ithar / nature}: bur- whe: they 
—— (9, by 6 by he Magiſtrate: Though:tisbopedztht all leartieda 
Ape rely be.more:confiderate,and-diſtmguifhberween thefamtick mat- 
qc gi cate giddy: Pares,' aridithe ſober actings/of (Eitient” Prelates -<onfygf 
- d by lawtull Authority, and not take an advantage fromthe 90 
this other {art pkLinien to. bring an- irteparableinjury onPoſteriry BP de 
others morelobtss } they. Jr.isgtrue laying and confitnted by cheexper 
- hg hundred of years. Laici ſunt ſemper inimici Clero. When the World -ws"Pav 
Devil raughrabg mukirudetory.oncif/any publick Callafidy hapens, 
ns. weerrin the faaigand y Sor ound eoayertct font 
pRghmnds _ thing'be dif cithet tn Ohurth | 
of Exe geen e-blame mult be caſt AX "5 Clery: ; They mitt be wy 
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e been _ Fane ep R; ek 
unl ut ; Convtſarion. "(z.) Nallins Criminis rews. : 

| Kricken i years. - {4:) Dothrina preſtins, excell in Lear- 

+ Mihgy wich: vragar37r rr wn Now-1 Ee 

; Doo oabiatp nay eoateree? i thay. oi 

© anyone who reads this, conclude no Perſons more fic chap they for the moſt 

engh! Ala 3 For al Polictians ty , Prudence, and cathing * 


| of; an accomp de |} 
| Ghhallairdeloere ores | Rl. chan 

obo Edunptnn and jatinacen hack caubled Sher ro 160k FRY 
the Ideasand Models of Government ; to ſearch the- Depths and Myſteries of 
mpires, moſt. bf which arc lockt up in ſtrange Languages, ' and tis not every 
* capatity thatcan gainthe Key [Then for eruePoliticketthe late Florentine's Reaches 
- Imorhert men learn and admire) there's as -muech to be found in the Hiftofficat 
= Sl goo avitiany Books in the World, fo thar Divines may in all 
; And is ir. not- pitry then- that their 

of rewa+ and eminent abilities ?' doubtle(s thoſe af cl 
dey weigh the conſequerices;of their- Aﬀﬀre ion, 
| the Church-from being a part of the Commonwealth, 
reg dba bibs klogiy unked if the Biſhops 20d 
| Therprnas 1 who yet by their Reventie ate ſo conſiderable inthe Coms 
| == belookt upon as Citizens, or parts of - it, and eo ipſo_ 
þ  debarred from Eaaglaymen, bur incontinently forfeit all their Priviledges ag 
ks ; Gott the condenſe }greſuee would not be. very good. 
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nh and ahakibods of -this LG pars | 
ments as concern. food and-riyniens; and influnopuinst 
ates mechanica. Now whe:deds not feaduly! | 
proper that 2 Pedoherifhoukd be a Merchant, \@ Pl 
nor bath Common and ap-ayy torbid. 


rokted {o Valle renders is, 


Fiſhermen to Preach his NS, on 

ers of this. World, though he \Garpelho! 
needed not ro ftndy, K0u hui. nary ay: Serra a 
bidigary Profeſſion. But leſthy, and moſt fauathonity, the tow makes # 
pps. ON ONE iricual Warfare, and \beget® | 
tha gemnine lenſe we wult ode wha dey Pleg 

poly —— ys that by the Laws of Was he muſt nor Vat 
affairs committedto himy nor mindlvawn gain. F 
the Romans ſeverely proceeding againſt Poſt bonus ko | | 
the ground, Pid-Legs Arete. 3' Honerii Tit. Miles. + A » Ui 
exprelly, thoſe that are armed and/ maintained by the Commony LBS only --- 
mind, publick: affairs,. and nee ll the ground, Hovp Carcl of Traffic; 12-02! 5 
C. dere Militaril. 12: All avocations were- inhibued; aad-fath: Owens ern | 
oghy g0the publick goed enjoyned them, neg a TO eee nk vor A. 1 

ogy hold here, 6) ſuch affairs be permirediro the Cleryy,as tend/to-the 

w7 = "Church, and the Glory of their great Commagder..”: 353% O 
' - Nextweate urged by theApoſtles practice: veho were ſo tender of any aggn p 
tion that they;denied to attend-upon tables, and vilion for the Poor.” TW: . 
true, . inthe infancy of the Church,. when the Golpel wazto-be publiſhed all-t9#t | 
Warld over, the Work great, and the Labotrers exceeding few, che leaſt divpr-) = 
ſion at ſuch atime would: prove a confidetable hindrance and deſtzaRtionto'theih. 
Box now, when the Lord of the Harveſt has encreaſt the nuraber; aud plentifully! | 
furniſhed his. peaceable ſettled Church, evety: Village being now. ; and” 
if the complains of. ſome/betrue, the Nation fb oneiinck'), | | 
employment; much lefs maintenance for-che Maltirude: In this 22k to) make® 
no difference of times, when.the mercifull. Providence of: (God hath wriadeiſo yaſtd 
a.diſtinCtion ſeems little-agreeable to xgafon; | Bur if fromttiis; occalion anuſt be! 
taken preſently. to farbidevery peny- interruption: and diftutbance; how: came” 
St. Paul to.cantradict himſelf, and to fallow bis: Teac -Labouting with! } 
17 Upper Kor poo ray Tg oodipurt of his: time, am? 
tynder his Praying,and Preaching, Addira tha ther Gloom Olnitttts donilnnd : 
by. che Apoſtles co fcc dani ae of the Callan, ow ing 
to Hpipbaniug.ot, the nurnher © 70 Diſciples; and yer forchs-publibik>benefit;” | 
/ their Sonfigne Lage Ypgemaoprte mathe Wann 
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aovindnir rakrdgive particular anſwers t6'each 

rdowa fone general Rules, which may the bet- 
v8 of all, hich if well applyed will make an 
jection. 


by of the Primitive Church, and the 


ce wearer obalience* ay i's 
iddows/dnd Orphags} p rdvided'it it extended 
v2 Religious Oallings."" "Aired this fuftin Martyr 
all Hho oxatiiewad of ll the poot,” {py}? 7 thes Conttilytrions%f 
the Fa. Co doneba bis ect;7/arid by hin odiſtibured.?! And Jenating 
4 [7 hues Folie, heed ec Whaſts ofth&Widdows: & 02) "T1isnot - 
' Abt Þ dbibirion;; but 6nly 2 prudent reſtrainc; leaſt 'anmofities"and! jealouſits* 
: { dn. cberLawy, by tovamuch encroacking upontheir Courts, ind rhere-* 
be Rechowriianf kandry. Counlels confin'd the Clergy Xo ſudh: miarters As wwe” 
Þ properly of EcdlebaBical Gogn Izance. 157 © 
-.- {But (3-):F he: groand and ixeafon of cheſe incerdietibes was not the ai 
; ad ings 2acity. of: iritual Perſons, bur;out of reſpe&'ro their eminent Call- 
ings, leaſt they ſhould be diſparaged by mean and/'vilsemploymenrs, and expreſs 
on-is made of: ſordid Offices abour-Princes and Noble'tnen; 445 of Stewards, 
* Bariffs, .crc. Burwhen by the favour of -Princes'their employments were" kev 
nourable; -and their temporary. diverſionsdid bring abundant recompence to the! 
-4 Chacch'; wefhnd: thoſe that hadithe principal hand: irs enatting theſe” Canns 
* themſelyes:ehgageing.. ., Now. can ir be ſoppolid; if this had been'the 'meaning! 
\. they;would have beenrguilry of:ſo.great a contradiction arid-mo Furute Counfet 
| reprovVeitic 7 Styria much confirms me in chis Opinis#) 1! de Lapftsts perf 
' dedibat God-ſent the great Perſocution under'Pecinrorely to awakeinthe Chrifti- 
* - ans, who were growing exceedinþ corrupt; efpecially the Clergy ;' ' for he” there 
E complains rher the Biſhops themiletves. abatidoned hippy Ftin&ions2 and dealr 
" in mittess ofthe: Word houtitiog arc ang Fairs for Stiiere Be iAnd _— 
- ro lame purpolexvefindin Writers: of out! own” Cynntry;'-as Gitdis, Bede, 
\ Butzo neo cry between, quiarrelling|Natiohss to compound” ens a- 
| iſkians, rang ſuch like, wad 20 the hoavir of God dtd the Glory of 
i © be-ofrew! practi dertinicnt ro their oo 
b —__ never hod:theſe expretly forbidden, or ſuch! z5%ngaped"in-them;” ab 
; Ctuan, dAfting .Gþ b- Grigny, Bri] &c)' Condorhticd : ok Se Pat be." bh 
_- carag'all rh} p2iga-Sdul > Whlbnot cheetaniple *$64r34h$- Stcoeh-* | 
- ſors ont, if they goto the utmoſt verge of their Chriſtian. Liberry, ſtill keeping. 
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when the Clergys Priyiledges are-invaded; - Why: 1hAll ic not ſtand: firm _ 
good for them, and on their behalts; as for: the Laity->-Did not the" Clergy las 
bour as much as any for the Pracuremehr of. it? Nay- were they nor they” wha 
procured it from the ſeveral and reſpective Kings?Ler us deſire the Enertiies of the 
Clergy to lee their own Cronicles, and they thalt receive ſatisfaRion, | Now'what 
the Liberties of the Church were; to ſet them:down would azk a Volume': the 
Lord Chiet Juſtice Cooke {ays expreſly, they had more and'greater thai” othet'of 
the Kings Subjects, ſome few he recites, as'thar they wete diſcharged from Pur- 
veyances, Tolls, Cuſtoms, Diſtrefles by the Sheriff in the ald inhetirance- of the 
Church, with others of the like nature. It might ferch tears from ſomero loek 
back ugon the Piety and Charity of. our Saxon.Anceſtors who- in their greateſt 
impolitions ever held their Eccleſtaſtickb excuſed, no part of that- inſupportaBlt 
Tax of Danegelt, under which the Kingdom fo much groaned, beirig ever paid 
by them, /id. Spelm. Gloſſ. mm Danegelt. and it may be made appear- that'till afte - 
the Conquelt (the tenure of their Lands being at-rhat time Frank! Almoigne) rhey 
were ever priyiledged. For King Ethelwolf 1n a full Convention of his States #& 
Wrcheſter, Ann. Dom. 858. Enacted that Tithes and Chutch ' Lands throughout 
all his Dominions ſhould be free4rom Civil Burdens an&Exactions, asmuch* 4& 
Royal Tributes great and (mall, Yd. Spelm. Concil. ad Annum diftuniss Burdureitts 
our late inteſtine Wars, How unequal were Quarterings/ and - Contribitions# | 
What heavy Burthens did the poor Clergy bear, no redreſs being fourid to” their 
bittereſt complaints from che Lay Judges, who in ſome' places inade fport arthieir 
Miſeries and Oppreſſions, as if -nothing had been too hard'or infiapportable''for 
their ſhoylders ; now thole days through Mercy are over, and tnuſt be forgorter; 
to receive almoſt in all places r 2720 hard meaſure from their pterendedi well: * 
E -wilhers, 


Withers, Thi ſtriker wy the very rent 6-Yegard is had -of all chair pal 
rn, Firt -fruts; Re Forks ws "ſt pig revenue of the” . Crown, a 
-mounting as ſome cofript co neatifgooos 1: yer amym) | which nun I he} JP ally diſ- 


Do but they muſt {till be left r6 che RO Inns e Impoſttions of 


< 4hr:cmrepre inſolent O Bing radion hereof hath convinced 
Sag (formerly of a different f vaſtoh) Haar” ris not only uſefull but expedi- 
, yeaneary for the Church, to,bave ſome of His own Ordering Power to 

ang to hearand redgels Si nA 


Bur he wha 


p, Loda#tn n 
anc ju EE ET 22 groan 4-5 the were Privil ſed as to 
| Aſſemblies and:Srace Con inns -And-thatthe Hety-Conſtantite, 4nd 
= Many other famous haye made uſ@ef their dVice both” at 
7 mrs” cap; employed them im Embaſfies /atid'6thet irmportant' Tran 
Be med: And hete in theferlt place, if ſuch an 
foe wich us/Chriſtians, . ic would ſoon be proved that 
J - LATE who antended:the-Worſhipof che:Heachen-pods: were adrhitted 'in'- Greece, 
; the echen-moſt knowing and: civilized part.of the World; 'ints their (P rls ;Etolivinn 
- 2d; Amphytiionion Counſes. Amongſt the: Athenian vipdrits arid:Roman Senators, 
* and. thatthe QIJ Gauls divided. theirftates in, ' Dradas (who had ommumn rorwum immu 
32 mote) Equites,Plebem, as the Egyptians before did into Priefts, Soldiers and-Tradef- 
- mens; Bur leaving Gentili/me we will haften to Chriſtendom : And: here once 
* for all, defire our Reader to conſider; (that by the: fundamentab Conſtitutions of 
themoſt and beſt ſertled Nations.m Europe,chere are three: States (generally ſettled 
whereof the Clerg gp Cover one :. Now to make. this good, thought we mighe 
| - yariety of- inftances, yet ;we ſhall content our ſelves with the ſingle 
Teſtimony of Covi know chat it will go-farther with fome, than a Jury 
Slothors This we find expreſly aſfctted.; in his Inſtitutions, I. 4. c. 20. Seft: 31. In 
is regs tres ſunt ordines; | &c. which how to make up without the Spiritualry 
will be hard and _ my-$kill.. In our Neighbour Nation of France the pra- 
Riſe is notoriouſly known, the ancienztile of the Royal Edicts always running, 
as "tis Recorded of Pepin, Am. 744. Per Conſilium Sacerdotum Ww Optimatum ordmavi- 
ms, Per Confelium $acerdotum 0 optimatum ordinavit Carolomanus , Thuanus pasſim. It 
farther be noted that ſix Prelates are here Pairee of chat great and #amons 
i Kingdom, three of them being ſtiled Dukes , and three Counts, See Seldens 
* Titles of Honours, and yetthe whole mumber of the Pairee exceeds not Twelve. 
As likewiſe the Arch Biſhop of Paris hath a peculiar indulgence in being preſent in 
every Court of that Royal City without exception Chappinus. Look we into Hun- 
gary where Thwroczins informs us that by the Fundamental Conftiucions of King 
- Stephen, the Biſhops in Concilio Regis primi adfiſtunt. Poland comes behind none in 
its iy ey and Reſpect for ther Clergy, where the Arch Biſhop of Gneſna is 
Pramas os Princps primus, Staniſ. Kriſtanowick m diſcrip. Polon. hol juri{dict- 
10N- is —_ to the Spirituality alone, bur hath the chief place-in the Rank of 
the Senators om him, and is of the oreateſt Authority in all gublickConſulta- 
' tions: And when at any time there happens an Interregnum (48K requently doth in 
- thoſe Elective Kingdoms) it belongs to him to ſurrimon a Dyet to give Audience 
ro Forreign Embaſſadours,and to appoint atime and place for the Election of a 


New King. - Our Author farther eige this to have proceeded from the Piety 
ot 


the higheſt places in their Conventians;; with-many* other Priviledges whith tg 
this day they:eayoy in his. own words, and be no Clergyman neither but « Lawyer Maxis 
mo: illius- Reg tommodo, emolumento,adjtimento, addo © ornaments Cromerus another Hi- 
terjan'of that-Courtryadds, that theres ever a Royal ſtanding Councthaſligned 
the King, of-which there is to be two-Arch Biſhops, and, ſeven'Biſhops.” 'And 
how conſiderable a number in all the German Dyers: the Ectlefiaſticks ate - Panvi- 
1ius is a Witneſs beyond exception, who reckons thirty four Biſhops that have 
their Votes there beſides Abbots, Priors, &c. who pals for Religious Perſons,and 
ir the Septemvirare we find no leſs than three Clergy-men, Ment; Arch Chancellour 
of Germany, Coln of France, and Thfrs of Faly.\ hall wholly our of this Collecti- 
on omit Spain and Italy, as being ſuch known vaſlals to the Pope, where the Cler- 
gy Rule the Roaſt. But one word daſhes all this | with ſome | They are Papiſts, a 
doughty argument to condemn any thing though backed by never fo ſtrong rea- 
ſons : And ler us examine how matters ſtand with others, Andreas Bureus in his 
Deſcription of Sweden, acknowledges that the Eccleſiaſticks were heretofore the 
Prime men mn the Senate, till the Coverauilneſs of. Guſtavus the firlt deſpoiled them 
-of their Revenues : Yet hnce-the-Reformation, they ſtill ro. this day retain their 
ſuffrages in, all Publick Dyets of the. 'Kingdom. © And when the New Crowned 
King makes choice of his Counſellors, the Arch Biſhop of -Hp/al is Rl the firſt; 
who is allowed a greater proportion of Attendants, when he comes to the King 
than any Noble man in the Nation, nd fewer than Forty Horle being: permitted - | 
him; whereas the retinue of the other Noble mer: muſt not exceed Thirty. And 
inthe great Aſſembly at Lincopen, Aim.'1 600. we find both Bifhops-and: other 
Eccleſiafticks.. |; And as to Denmark, Pontanus Tecites Seven Biſhops as the Eccle- 
flaſtical Nobility, and-theſe have their Votes in all Grand Meetings. / - Jonas ab 
Elvervelt diſtributes the-Scates of Holſtem into three Orders, 1. King and Princes; 
2. Prelates. -, 3. The Families of the Nobles. And he makes:the Biſhops of 
Lubeck and Slewick the tyyo Prime Peers in all their Dyets. In Scotland t is known © 
that anciently the Biſhops and Prelates were Eſſential Members of the Parliament, 
and had their Seats as ours here in England on the Right hand of the King : And 
ina Parliament held at Edenborough, Ann. 1 597. a Vote paſled for reſtoring the 
Clergy to their Original Priviledges, as the Third Eſtate in that Kingdom ; the 
Learned Prince King James Condemning that Act of Annexing their Temporali- 
ties ro the Crown as Vile and Pernitious, Baſil. Dor: 1. 2.p: 43. Then for Geneva 
it ſelf, who is ſo much a ſtranger to that Reformation, as to be ignorant what a 
ſtroke Calvin and others had upon the Senate or grand Counlel, which gave occa- 
ſion to that complaint of ſome, that they had expelled One Biſhop and admitted many. 
If remoter Countries be to be regarded, amongſt the Abis/ines the Clergy is Para- 
mount in Aﬀairs of all natures, and we read in Damianus a Goes of Zaza Zaba an E- 
thiopian Biſhop Viceroy of Bagana ſent Embaſladour to the King of Pwrtygal, Dreſſ. 
Orat. In Muſcovy their ſupreme Convention, which thole Inhabitants call Zabore, 
conliſts of the great Duke, Twenty Ecclefiaſticks, and as many Nobles; the com- 
mon People being wholly excluded ; and when they are met together, the Patri- 
arch and Eccleſaſticks are always firſt Conſulted, and firſt deliver their Opinion. 
I ſhall conclude this Paragraph, onely reminding, that neither the Pagans nor Ma- 
hometans are ſo inhumane or irreligious, or difcourteous to their Prieſts as to deny 
them this Liberty : For-that Tully acquaints us that it was the appointment of the 
Gods, that the Roman Pontifices ſhould not only take care of their Religion, but 

| further 
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* Barbarous Turks hever exclude their, Mufti; bur allow bin free-emtrance, 'and; 
- Vore/into all thairDivans and Counſels ; yea the grear Sultan himifelf fo Honours 
the. Mufti, that as often-as be comes into his Preſenceyhe-rifes from his; Sear; \an@ 
according to their made,. putting bis hand to his breaſt, bows His hea#iri rokenrof 
reverenceand Honour, . which;he'{fews rlotroiany other Subject, arid will kafd- 
ly vouchſafe the like! honours tothe mightieſt Monarchr/upon Earth.» } 
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Englands more particuldr Reſpe& anidl Kindneſs to the Clergy. Wag 


Honour which our Saxon Kings had for their Clergy, neithet was this'a rhat- 
| ter onely precarious,and by the Courteſie (as we ſay) of England, Sed ipſis confir+ 
matum legibus, Spelm.” Concil. Ep. ad Regem. The Perſon who Miniſtred atrhe Altar 
was eſteemed equal in all things in cenſu pariter Capitis, to the Loxd/of the Minnour 
or-any Knight, Leg. Zthel. c. ult. de Wirgildis. The Abbot was eſteemed no lefs 
than a greater Thane which now we call a Baron of the Kingdom. '© The Biſhop 
of no mferiour Rank than the Count or Fart, Qui integro fruebantur comitatu! The 
Arch Bifhop equal ro any Duke, who might happen to be ſer over, and have the 
Rule of __ Countries ; - for that ſaith the Learned Spelman, in -thefe times our 
Kings gave always the greateſt reſpect and honour ro their Clergy ; for that 'in 
their keeping were theKeys of Learning and Knowledge; the Seculars in the mean 
time addicting themſelves moſt what to the Wars,ſo that in thoſe fimes it came to 
paſs that the Prieſts mouth was the Oracle of ourCommon People no les than of 
the King and Commonwealth ; for that they had ever the firſt Place in our Com- 
mitia's and Aſſemblies, no leſs than in the Kings Courts of. Juſtice, and Law 
Tribunals in the Kings Palace with the Nobles of his Kingdom in the Counties 
with the Comittees and Juſtices of the Counties, in the Sheriffs Courts | turno 
Ficecomites | together with the Sheriffs, the Biſhops had their Adſeſlors, yea in the 
Hundred Courts, they or their Miniſters {ate together, with the Lord of the Hun- 
dred : {othat one ſword was ever helpfull to the other in"the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, and nothing of moment was done in theſe Courts of Judgment, but by 
their advice and aſſiitance, Spelm. l. prixs citat. - The practice of rhe Kingdom ran 
parallel with the Law ; for in all Antient Charters and Laws which heretofore 
were paſſed and made by figning their names cum ſigno crucis, the Spiritual Lords 
ever preceeded the Temporal.In a donation of Ethelbert, A.D.605.to the Monaſte- 
ry of St. Peter in Canterbury, the firſt witneſs ſubſcribing it, is Auſt the Biſhop, and 
after him ſeveral Dukes and Earls, Monaſt. 4ngl.e5+ Spelm.Conc.pasſim. In a Charter of 
King Inas, Ann. Dom. 725.To the- Monaſtery of Glaſſenbury, after the Biſhops, 
Boorthwald and Fordred, occur Waldbere, Ethelberd, Umm and Winchelin, the greateſt 
Peers in the Nation putting their Names. Not long after in a Grant of King 
Offs to the Abby of Worceſter, Am. Dom. 708. Brotdran, Berthand, Eadbald, and 
Eadbald, two Princes, and two Dukes, - follows the Biſhops. And at the lame 
Kings Conlſecration at St. Albans, Am. 793. No leſs than 10 Dukes, ow 
OTNCT 


J Might here be very large ſhould I but give the World a brief 2 chun of the 
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ether: MobleCyive place roche Prelates. © Ay ra' make an end, ina Charter 
fobe.tdg Zdjberdabe--Capteflor! ro 'the' Moniftety of -Wiickiſter ; immediacely 
afeerabe. King \ubſcribed'Plagmind and! Fritbeftir pHihoph, if foll6wed by 
&ihglwerd the mgs Brother, «ex: gue horn ie .King8"tWwo Song, Oreluf 
Gra _ had: Heerforth Dukes, many mere df this nattire might be, produr * 
x54 ob the Gme.Aurhors,: and others, 25 tanditig"moriulnitrits of the Cleryigs 
Repuration, and the Reverence our Religious Anceſtors bare to their Functions, 
articulatly the third Charter of King Edward the Confeflor of che Foundation of 
the Abby of Weſtmlinſter, where mgte particularly we find Oſberne and Peter two 
of the ſaid Kings Chaplains, ſigning the Charter, betore, ſeveral of the, Earls. 
And furthiermarez:chere/s3racares' Lew \in the Cit tab thi ufage Boy, got .be 
rhoughsJo-pipcedd niterlyFromitheTurtefie' of England, "8" Confirm d; by the 
Statute of thei $1 Hens $277; Vo. 1» Whierein ul degrees ' and" offices ars placed in 
Aſſemblies. ang Conferences, and therethe 'Atth BIſhop" of. Canterhur "as brimus 
Par regni the firſt Peer of the Kingdoti'ts ratketVefore all the Nobility; and Sea- 
ted at the Kings right Fand, next and immediately atter the Royal Blood, and 
the Vicegerent, and the reſt of -rhe Biſhops follbw him in their due precedency, - / 
. according to the Dignities and Aunciencies of ep cons Sees. See farther, 
the Straw of 3oob Etigyo.1., ychere-in that Statiire theyare called an high, and ® 
one. of che greateſt: Eſtaregof the Kingdom,” nor Wer they ever exchided From * 
the.greatglbBroploymens:of Honors and-Truft in the inodorn, artd to evi- 
denge,"\rharghivis aot:{pbke: without 'Book, we- wilt {ubjoin. a Cituogue 
Churchmen.Colle&ed.gut of Godin, - Malmesbury, ” Spelman, "Pug dale,.'and others, 
&«. that hayp:-borni all, 'at leaſt themoſt-hononrable Offices of State; and{howe 
ever beſpatter'd:by-lome) Glcrarged them with'much integrity and repute ; Enge 
land owing more; of \its-happinels ro men of this Calling than any other th u 
it cannot, be.denyed but ſome miſcarriages might be, here'#nd there: found, an 
yet as few as can be expected in-ſuch'a Mulitude :*and 1*%% min, were dilpole 
ro find faulr, he might: withour much-pains rakting two"'for one in Cruically 
examining any other Profeſſion. - 'Let us begin thent' with Englands Metropolitan, 
to whom this Primaacy juſtly apperrtains, and rake the reſt in Order, onely pre- 
miſing this, that tis true indeed we-find fewer of this See upon the Civil Stage 
than any other, molt Offices being lookt upon as beloyy the Archiepiſcopal Dig- 
nity, and therefore 2. Nobleman upbraided Hurbert Arch Biſhop 1 19 9.when. he 
was made Chancellour 6f. England, Chief Juftice'of England, and hgh Governgur 
of all the Dominians under King' Richard "the firft, howeyer we. thall. begin 
with his Perſon and See. IL © OT | "F433 } 


+ 1Canterbupy! © Per a 
. Hubert under. Richyrd 1.-and King'John, who intraſted the ſame Prelate- with 
the Goyernment of rhe whole Realm at his*departire into.” Normandy. Guglter, 
Reynolds Chancellour, Aw. Dom. 1 31 0. Jobn Stratford Charicellour under Edw.3. 
And when the King Invaded France, no Perſon, thoughr ſo fit in his abſence to 
have the Government of the Nation entruſtet to him. Simon Iſlip of the Privy 
Counſel ro the Edw. 3. Jobn Stafford to Hen. 5. Jobn Morton to Hen.. 6. and Edw. 
4. But,we need not ſtand upon this, when in truthric hach, been ſeldom known 1 
| thatany of, chem have been at'anytime ornitred': Not was this proper only Y 
the, times, oþ Property :*Come tothe Refotmition, We find Arch Biltiop Cranmy- - 
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ayerſe to Rome, is inſtrumental in planting che Golpel, RH 
+ ous, {0 Holy, that a great Apocaly ical man Mr: Brightman, in his -C 
| os the Apocalypſe [ a man no friend to the Hietarchy'] takes him to he that Angel poinetH "de 
' by God, Rey. 1 4. that had power over the fire. lnder dhoyedd:vad [Queen Eliza 
* beth, John Whitgift of the Cound, and had the Governmens of the rr nt 


Wale givento him, 
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Walter Gray Fe Sov Hb inder King Jobs, had the Gaivdenment at FAY Realta 
entruſted to him under Hen.. 3. +, Wilam de Melton Succeſfively - Treafires and 
X Chancellour of England, 1317. William de Zouche Vicegerent oKing Edw."" 
* Am. Dom. 1346. . John, Kemp, Am. 1425. twice Lord Chancellour. And Then 
Toy] Lord Precidenc of the North, ot. Dom. 1 561. 146 - TR Ni SITS 
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{- There was not long fince to be ſeen in St. Pauls the neg of William Biſhop 
F of London, who obtained from the Conqueror the City :Charter-to! which hk 
”” Lord Major and his Brethren the Aldermen uſed. in a. pratefull Commemora! 
Yon every Year to walk on foot : He was Privy Counſellor: ro Kitig,' William the 
ores romp Mawritins Chancellour under the ſame 'King.'' Euſtachigs 'de Falcon- 
bridge one of King Rich: 1. his Juſtices, Chancellour of the- Exchequer, ' Treafif 
| fer of England, "LI twice, Embaſſadour into France. | Hewry de Wingham Chancels 
loarunder- Edw. 3. _ Ralph Boldoc under, Edw, 1: Richdrd:Bintworth under Edw. 
*& Robert GB agkes Rich. 2. .Richard.Cax Dean. of Weſtminſter (whom *T 
 Etaveleaveto name here as belonging to the - Dioce(s) of the privy 'Counſel ts 
_ "Edw. 6. And Biſhop Bancroft.ſent Exabafladour ro Embden, to treat with the 
/ King of Denmarks Commiſſioners, Ann. Dom, '1 600. | 


4c 


DURHAM 


/ Geffe Rufus Chancellour of Expland, Aims, Dom. 11.46. Richardus de Mariſ: 

£0, Arn. Dom. 1217, Antbony Beake of 'the Privy:Councel, Am. Dom! 1294. Ri 

.- thard de Bury Cancellarius, Ann: Dom. 134- and Ticaſres, Ann. Dom: 1 3 36. Thos 

*. mas Langley Chancellor, Am. Dom:.1 406. © Thomas Ruthal 'of the Counſel to Hen- 

ry 8. 0 as his Monument at Weſtminſter teſtifies, Secretzry to Hen. 7. Richard 

Neyle of the Privy Council, A. D. 1627. And here we cannot omit that known 

-  paſlageof Newbrigenſis, who brings in K. Richard, making himlelf merry with 

4 the Biſhop, boaſting what a feat he had done, E Vetuſto-Epiſcogp novitium Comitcm 

&f0 miru# artifex Foc, To make a New, Corn S an OW. Biſhop, ''a; Ry yet conti- 
| nuedro that Ancient See. 
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| " ihe Chancellour of England under K. Egbert, Ann. Dom: 860: Wilkim Gift 

, = Chancellour under the Conqueror, Walon (Rufus, and: X, Henry 1. Peter 

& bs Roch. Lord ES under |  K; Pike: Sendat 'Chancellour,” ie 
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my employed either in matters of Counſel ar way or Embaſſies and 
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Henry the |. Lord Chief Juſtice of Englay Ma, . Gal Ht AN: 
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| Chancellour rinder H#n."6. and Dr. Williams Deg —_— Teton AnC irate 
Gf this See: made LordKbper by! the Learnal 8 Jap James, mg. bod ww | 
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Roger de, Wiſeman Keeper of the Great Seal, Anni Daom:) 1. 2.456;) Wikia de 
Langton Treafurer, "By, Dom. 1.226, Cn 1 Northbroggh, :Clerk of: ec Wagd- 


rope, afterwards Treaſurer, Am, Dam. ) IJ Ho, Geoffrey Bl lyth Pudfidens of 
Wales, Am. Dom. 1517. Rowland Lee his Succeſſor in the ſame O Ces -m«..D. 


1535+ , Richard Sampſon in the ſame, Ain, Dom. 1537. William Smith Founder | 
of Brazen-Noſe Colledge Ox 4 in the ſame | Yager Hen. $. 1 
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"Oſmond clans of "Eiiland, Wiviys of the fr rivy: Cq uncil, and, &ldom PX 
parated fromthe Cott) Yhder the Conquer et and 
under X. Steph, Ant. Dom: 113.6. Ts Maſter he Rooks Kee 
of the Privy Seal, and after Treaſurer ny England under Richard the II. © Nicolas 
Bubwith Treaſurer, Amn. Don. 1497, Wiken jet Clerk of the Counſel, 
Ann. Dom. 1438. - 
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mil us Giffard Lord Chancelt6ur of England Am. 'Dom. 1267. Walter Rey- 
# reaivrer then Chancellopr of England under, King, Ed».: 2- Jabn 
+: "FreaUttp 2h. on. 1362. ew Wakefield Treaſurer;: An.D 

; _ $© Ty Hrieh Lord Preſent of Wales, and Chancellor of England under 
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Ralph Nevil Ghanrellec of England, Ann. ' Dom. 1222. But Sir Henry Spelman 
&.- kobe it. 1226. whoſaith he was appointed to that Employment by Parliament. 


| -”m_ de Langton Chancellor under Bow. 1. and 2. John Stratford Lard Pi 


Inn, Dom. 1360: Adam Molins Clerk of the Privy Council, Aw. Dom. 1 451: 
And that very Learned Prelate and induſtrious Preacher Lantelot Andrews Ptrvy 
Councellor of _— and Scotland,under a Ptince who knew the worth of Learn- 


ing, and advanced it accordingly. 
ROCHESTER 
Walter de Merton Founder of that Colledge that bears his name in 0xon, Lord 


Chancellor of England, Arn. Dom. 1274. John de Shepey Lord Treaſurer, An: 
Dom. 1358. 


OXFORD: 
Hugh Curwyn Lord Chancellor of Ireland: 


N St. DAV EDS: 
Alim de Houghton Lord Chancellor of England, Am. Dom. 1376. Lindwood 
the famous Canoniſt Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal; Am. Dom. 1440; and 
a perſon much employed in Embaſſies to the King of Spain, Portugal, We. 


[ might here add ſeveral Deans and Arch-Deacons promoted to the fame and 
like Dignities, and witi induſtrious Mr. Stow, take notice-that till che diſffolution 
of Abbies and Monaſteries, the Prior of Chriſt Church in London was ever a Metn- 
ber of the Court of Aldermen ; and chat the Dean of Weſthinſter is by his Charter 
allowed no {mall intereſt in the Government of that Neighbouring City. Bur I 
ſhall not nauſcate the Reader any longer with the repetition of any more antient 
names, but obſerve (as others have done before me) that in the Catalogue of 
Chancellors Recorded in Spelmans Gloſſery, amounting to about 170, near a 100 
of them were Clergymen, more than all the other Profeſſions pur together can 
make up. | 

T hele then are the Honours which (if any humane Teſtimony can make a 
thing certain by an uninterrupted Cuſtome (equal ro Law) which. Wife Antiqui- 
ry in the belt of times gave them, through all the Saxon, Danes, and Norman times, 
without Controul and Difpure tiff within theſe 40 years or thereabout, fince which 
Enzland hath groaned under the very great fin of Diſpiſeing the Embafſadvrs of 
Chriſt,and with ſome it hath beex no ſmall ſtep to preferment to rail at them, to mturmure at, 
and decry their advancements for ſecular ends of their own,yea to rank the great Truſtees of Souls 
with the vileſt Peaſants in the Nation ; as if there were no better way to ſhew their 
Love to their Redeemer and their own Chriſtianity; than by hatred to: his Ser- 
vants wvho conveyed it to thtm ;. as if men had no other way to manifeſt their re 
ſpects to the Majeſty of the great God, but by powring out contempt and obloqay upon thoſe 
who repreſent his Perſon. And thus Corah and his accomplices great complaint and 
grievance againſt Moſes and Aaron was, That they were too high; took roo much 
upon them, Numb. 1 6. They were advanced and honoured above the reſt,this was 
the main Eye-lore, but the revengeing hand of God would not thei bear ir: Nay 
have we not here in England dureing our late and unhappy troubles, heard ich 
Lariguage as this (nay have we not fcen the thing reduced into praftiſe ?) All the” 
Congregation is Holy, and. one may Preach as well as another : Thus would theſe Sons of 

G 4 Con- 


—_ 


"". Confulion have brought upon us a Munſter Confuſion ard Diſorder by raking away 
_ the Diſtinions of Callings, The Wile God (we know) appointed' it otherwiſe 
under the Qld Teſtament, when every one We know was not adiuitted to the 

Prieſthood. We cannot bur think, that there were 1600 in'Tfrael who knew how 
to kill, ſlay, and dreſs a Sheep, Ox,or Goat,as artificially as the Sons of Levi,yet none ever 
attempted it in reference to the Altar without a ſevere rebuke. Agd was Moſes a more 
Prudent Lawgiver or Steward of Gods . houſe than Jeſus Chriſt the Wiſdom of 
ithe Father? - Would it be fuffered in” humane Socieries, in any well regulated 
Corporation that every man who ſhould - conceive himlelf. fitter to diſcharge 
an Office, manage a Trade, Husband an Eſtate, ſhould preſently exclude 
another legally poſleſt of it, and inyade his propertys ? grant this, and farewell 
Government, and welcome Babel. Let me ſay it once for all, 'tis folly , for any 
to expeFt the proſperity of the Nation, whilſt the Clergy of it is in Miſery,*a Low 
and Deſpicable Condition, whilſt the ſacred FunCtion -is depoſed, nay with 
black ingratitude revil'd ; to whole learned labours do we owe the Tranſlation of 
our Bibles, and who, (as before once was intimated) under God were the princi- 

* pal Inſtruments of delivering us from that Egyptian Darkneſs our Forefathers ſate 
an.: 1s not this like the Deer we Read of in Plutarch,who browſed on that Buſh in a 
Gp he was glad to creep under in a Storm ? Certainly they are not worthy the 

ame of Chriſtians or Friends of the Goſpel (whatever ' their pretences may be) 
that deſpiſe and vilihe the Miniſtry,than which, nothing more beſpeaks a vile and 
reprobate Heart, We all know that under the Law preſumptuouſly to riſe againſt 
thePrieſt was puniſhable with no leſs than Death,Det. 1 7.for theſe are the Embaſ- 
fagars of the King of Heaven, and how facred- ſuch perſons were eſteemed by 

| the Laws of all Nations, all Hiſtories do abundantly Witneſs : *twas the ſhame 
pt.our Neighbour Nation of Scotland, the "Murder of the late learned Prelate 
there, and that ſmall indignities offered to perſons of his Rank have been nighly 
> 
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reſented ; the Ammonites are a- laſting Teſtimony in the days of King Dav 


and prood Corinth was for no other reaſon burnt to aſhes by the enraged "Romans, 


Flor. 


CHAP. VI. 


REI 


The Antient Eſtate of our Biſhops and Clergy under the times of the Britains, Saxons, 
"T5 Danes and Normans. 


LL. 7 Hat incouragement the Clergy found in the times of the Britons will 
VV appear to have been very great'if we yvill but read Arch Biſhop 
vv: her de Primordits Eccleſie Britanice, through the Series and Suc- 
celton of Kings, who when Converted to the Chriſtian Faith, were not ſcanty 
@Conferring Honours and Riches upon them : See himinn his Sixth Chapter un- 
dex theſe Reſpective Heads, Antiquitatis Glaſtonienſis Eccleſie aſſertio 5 nova ab Ina 
rege inſtauvatio. Privilegia varia eidem a Saxonbus Regibus. Arthur. donatio &+ Sepulchri 
bar? Hen. 2. & Edw. 3. Diplomata. Poſſesſrones & libertates Eccleſis a Lucio 


 Tribut#. Wintimienſis Eccleſie libertates & Antiquitates. Fundatio Eccleſie Saniti 
'@evy Weſtmonaſterienſis.B. Marce Doverienſis & Sanft; Martini Cantuarienſis. Afterwards 
TR, tus 7th: Chapter, De pace Britanici Eccleſus poſt captam perſecutionem Conſtantio Chloro] 
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We Commrane-” M. pare refiiuts. And atterwards in his 8th Chapter of the Br:- , 
tiſh Biſhops, ui variis conſuliis mterfuerunt, Concilio Arelatenſi, Sardicenſi & Arminey I 

where any perſons may receive latisfattion of the. Clegys Honour in thoſe firſt 
Britiſh times. In the times of the Saxons what their immunines were will appeat 
if we inſtance jn but one ſingle one, as more eminent and glorious than the reft 
(viz.) Their Admiſſion to all Publick Debates and Aﬀemblies. Such were (1) 
their Scire Gemotts, which Spelman and other Learned Antiquaries reſemble to our 


County Courts, and Sheriffs turn in which all cauſes boch Criminal and Civil, 


.concermng Church or State were handled ; the perlons bound to be preſent were 


the Sheriff, the Biſhop and all the Nobles of the County ; rill at laſt upon their 
humble Pecticion in Parliament, the Clergy were diſpenſed with by the Statute of 
Marleborough, 52 Edw. 3. unleſs urgent neceſſity required ir. Secondly; their 
Folk Gemotts a kind of Annual Parliament commonly held in the beginning of 
May, in whith the Princes of the Kingdom, Biſhops, and Magiſtrates, and the 
Laity took the-Oath of Allegiance, and confirmed their mutual Union beſore the 


= Biſhops. The Original of this is intimated to be as high as King Arthur, Vid. 


Leg. Edw. Confefſ. 35. Thirdly, their Wittend Gemotts, or Michel Syoth, the grand 
Convention of their Wiſe men. Thele who delires to look farther into,may have 
recourſe to Spelmans laborious Gloſlary, /. Gemot. Now out of none of theſe were 
the Clergy excluded, butever reckoned an eminent and principal part of each; 
their Counlels Votes and Approbation demanded and given before any Laws 
were conſtituted. 

For Proof of this, we ſhall look back above 1000 years to the Laws of King 
Ethelbert, and the Authors we ſhall produce, and on whoſe Authority we lean 
axe:/Bede, Spelman, and Lambard.. And as to King Ethelbert preſently after the arri- 
val of Auſtmthe Monk here.in England, we find as Spelman hath it in Spelm. Conc, 
126. The Kang to have called a grand Aflemby, A. 605. Tam cleri quam populi 
In.the Laws of King Ina, which Florentins Wigornienſis dates, Ann. Dom.” 686, 
Spelm. 692. Lambert 712. we hind theſe Laws were made and wrote by the per- 
{waſion and advice of his Biſhops Hedda and Erkenwald ; and though the Learned 
Spelman Excerps out of the body of thole Laws only thoſe which more particularly 
relate to the Church, ag being only proper for this defign, yet Lambard mentions 
many Civil matters there determined. And when the great League and' Union : 
berween the Britons, Saxons and Pitts was concluded, we find it Ratified per Com 
mine Concilinn £7: aſſenſum onnium Epiſcoporum, Procerum, Comitum 0 'omnium ſapientum 
ſeniorum & populorum 8 per preceptum regis Ine. The very manner of our paſſing 


Laws jn Parliament now uſed in England, Bed. Fccleſ. Hiſtor. {. 1. In the Laws 


of King Athelſtan about the, year 924.(Spelm.92 2) there's no mention of any other 
Counſellors for the enacting, though certainly the form was the ſame, but his 
Arch Biſhop Ufhelme and his other Biſhops,and theſe were ar leaſt the prime perſons 
there, thaugh.the Body of the Laws concern lecular affairs. Spelman ſeleCting 
only Eccleſiaſtical, yet in the Title he owns others paſſed. In the Laws of K:; 
Edmund about 946. the King had a tull meeting of Ecclefiaſticks, and Laicks ar 
London, 10 which were preſent Odo and Wulitan the Arch Biſhops, none of the reſt 
thoughwithour doubt there prelent once named. Again 948.to a greatConvention 
of the Eſtates at London under Edred, Writs of Summons are iflued out to the Arch 
Bifhops and Afheps, and yer their agitur de negotiis Regni, Ingulph. p. 87. Spel. Conc. 
p-428, Comewe tothe Danes, 1021. we find a Publick Aflembly called at 
Wainchefter by Canutusgtwhere were prelent Wulſtan and Adelholme the Arch Biſhops 
with 


-=Wwxnh other Bilhops Dukes and Earls, ec.” Spelm.. Conc. p. Now durel 
theſe two Periods theres no mention of Baromies, bur allthe Churches tenure was 
in Pura Eleemoſyna, Frank: Almoigne and the Biſhops fate onely as eminent Prelates 
by vertue of their Spiritual Dignities ; for there being hardly any Laws but ſome 
way or other concerning Religion, and the good of Souls : therefore in the en- 
afting of them the Cergy was ever required by our Prudent Anceftors: Thus 
much for the Grand Aſlemblys, {tiled uſually-by the Learned Knight Sir Henry 
Spelman Pan Anglica and Pan Britanica, We will only mention the Private Stature 
of King. Edgar which was thus, ex onzti comitatu bis quotannis conventus agithi Cui 
quidem illus Diocafe Epiſcopus & Senator interſunto; quorum alter jura divina alter popn- 
lum edoceto. Nor doth Mr. Selden no friend of the Clergy ever deny or queſtion 
- butthe Biſhop was joyned in Commiſſion with the Aarlderman,nay he expreſly 
affirms the ſame Titles of Honour, 1. 2. c.5. Hitherto of the Britiſh, Saxon, 989". 
Governments, paſs we down to the Normans, 2d here we have King William (o- 
lemnly with an Oath ratifying the Laws of St. Edw. the Confeſſor, and this parti- 
cularly is added.Si quis ſanttz Eccleſig pacem infregerit Epiſcoporum eſt Juſtitia, Lambard, 
p.139.And in ſeveral Old Precidents of Grants ſachClauſes as theſeOccur, Nolumus 
d libertasEccleſue per nos vel mmiſtros noſtros quoſcunque aliqualiter violetur & jutd C il- 
bertatesEccleſiaſticas illeſas volentes in omnibus obſervari.Y et more particularly in aChar- 
| tertothe Church of St. Pauls in London , Tam liberam volumus Etcleſiam, D. Pauli 

London,quam fit anima mea m die Judicit. | | 
And here now at laſt we come to that great change in the State Eccleſiaſtick, 
the Biſhops who had ever enjoyed the privileges of Majores Thani among the 
Saxons are tranſlated to Barons, which gave occaſton to that groundleſs error of 
ſome, to date the firſt fitting in Parliament hence, as if the Conquerour to 
curry favour with the Clergy, and the better to ſertle his new gotten Kingdom, 
confered this' Honour upon them ; Bur certainly it there were truth in this, 
the Clergy are much to blaim, and very ungrateful to their Patron X. Willi* 
am, for that we find them looſers by his favours, and looked upon their 
Condition under him much worle than before, and all the Writers of that Age 
mult be corrected for repreſenting him,as a perfe&t Enemy of the Church. To 
* clearup this we will only give you one Inſtance , cited from an Ofd Record, En- 
tituled,. Liber Santti Albani. Where we read this Paſſage of Frederick the then Ab- 
+ bot of St. Albans , that to obſtruct the March of the Conquerour , he cauſed all 
the Trees round to be cut, and laid them croſs the ways, wherewith the Con- 
querour being.ſtopt in his march ſent in ſome paſſion for the Abbot , who under 
his ſecurity coming to him, the Conquerour demands the Reaſon for the cutting 
down the Woods, the Abbot reſolutely anſwers him, that T have done, but what 
became me,and if all the Spiritual Perſons through the Kingdom had uſed their En- 
+ deavours againt thee, as they might and were in duty bound to have done, Thou 
wouldfſt never have been able to have entered the Land thus far. The Duke then 
' replying, Is the Spiritualty of England of ſuch Power ? if T live and enjoy that, which 
Thave gotten , 1 will make their Power leſs. Add to this that ſtategem ot the Kentiſh- 
men in ſurrounding the King, and forcing him to a Compoſition , which they did 
under the Conduct of Stigand their Arch-Biſhop , which thing ever after netled 
him, and that he was never heartily reconciled to the Church . and proved after- 
wards as good as his word to the Abbot, oppreſiing the Clergy all his Reign, bring- 
ing them under Knights-Service, and Ordering how many Souldiers each Biſhop 
ſhould maintain for bo and his Succeſlors : the Church, as beforeſaid, being = 
ree 


five from that bondage. Ver no Mapthen Jy, thac th&'Eothgquietor {who wad £2 
vet fook'd npon by the Biſhops astheit Enemy)'did thei any Hts of Griceor Al 
voar by ercfting each Biſhoprick int0'2 Barony, which thing Was ever by the Bijhipe® 
159k'd uport asa grievance ; and'a more glonobs'piece of ſlavery.” Fhis was'in® 
deed 2 {hrew'd ſhaking to the Biſhops; yer ſti] they pref:tv'a theit VYeores' in/aV 
Aſſembli 5, and Parbamenctary Summons 'are ever'difefted Archiep.” Ep: eTth 
all antient Charrers arid Grants fubſcribed afrerthe ufiaIForm in thoſe rintes/Teſts' 
bus Archiep.Ep. In a Treatiſe Entituled, The Form and Manor of keeping Parliaments , 
whereot-i-leems there-are-two very antient Copics,theM.S.in Arch Bods,the other 
in Sr. Rover Cottons Library , the;kaft of which was peguled by Mr. Selden, and he 
allows it to be as long ſtanding, ak Edw. 1. bh the Lord Chief Juſtice Cooke adds 
near 200-years more, and raiſes 4ttetheConqueror's time- (which the-Title indeed. 
pleads for) weare here told,that £o. days before Summons are.to be iffued our to 
the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and other grear Clarks ,” that held by County or Barony , and 
tht the Clerey in each Shire ar: rohave Tivo Proftors repreſenting them, which in 
ſor e things had more Power than the Biſhops , far we are there informed,that ths 
K. may hold a Parliament for the Cemmonalty of the Realm, without Biſhops, Earls, 
or Barons, ſo they had ſummoris, though they cone nor ,, but on the'gottraxy, 
if the Commonalty of the Clergy and Tempordlty veing warned,either PM an, Or 
will not come, in this Cafe whatever the King doth with his Biſhops, Earls and Bax 
rons is of none cffect, for that to all As of Neceſſity, the 'Comminalty of, Parliament 
muſt conſent, 4c. the Proflors of the Clergy, Kong of the Shire;Citizens and Bur; 
veſſ.s,for their Perſons repreſent the Commonalty of England , but the Biſhops, Earl, 
and Barois repreſent only their.own Perſons. There is,they ſay, another M.S. in 
Bibl.Cotton , confirming the ſame, andciting other large Priviledges of, the' Cler- 
2), Iknow indeed Mr.Prinze hath queſtioned the Authority of both thefe baoks,in' 
Bar of which I return the Authority of Cooke and Selden, and particularly the 
firſt , who ſaith, in his Tiſtitutes, that 26 Spiritual perſons ought ex debity Juſthie, 
to have a Writ of Summons ſent them every Parliament. Theſe things pre- 
miſed, we will now deſire of the Clergies greateſt adverfary that he would 
prodiice inſtances of any ſolemn mcetings, Wittena gemoats or Parliaments 
whereunto the Clergy were not ſummoned ; any Statuces publickly enatted 
during all the Chriſtian Britiſh, $axon, Daniſh, or Norman times, without their 
ailiſtance and advice. As for the' precedent of their Excluſion under Edw. 1. 
at the Partiamen: held at St. Edmondsbury, which ſome triumph in, if there be 
arty truth in the Narrative (as hath been, and is ſtill, queſtioned ) we know, 
and can prove, twas done in a pert and tranſport of Royal diſpleaſure 'fortheir 
£06 obſtinate adhering to the Bifhop- of Rome-in the Scottiſh quiarrel, and fot 
their noncompliance with theirKings demands. Who yet the very nextParliatnent, 
about a year after, makes'an Apology for this charging all upon the Exigen- 
cies of his affairs. And why ſhould this ſingle inſtance ſs circumſtantiarted be 
urged more againſt the Clergy than that other is againſt the Lawyers who 
were ſhut out of a Parliament under Henr. IV. where we yet find the Biſhops 
and amongſt others , Thomas Arundel ſtoutly reliſting and preſerving the Cler- 
gies Temporalities, which theſe Church-robbers gaped after, who, ſo they 
might ſpare their own Purſes were content to ſpoil their God to relieve ther King. 
Certainly if enxy it ſelf could have found the leaſt colour of Law to deny them 
this privilege it had never been reſerved for this Jaſt, and our moſt unhappy 
age. Many -times have they been ftruck ar, — great blows have they re- 
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"ceived, 2s at Clarendin, under Henr. HM. wharg phcic. wings. were indeed. much: 
clips, ;yet their privilege, of —_ and yoting, in Parliament is ler" entire ro 
to.chem for that the words are Epiſcapi mterſont, Curie Domini Regis cum Baronibus 


quouſque. perv ad: dimiinutionem membrorum. vel mortem, ..and though they neyer 
is late in Capital Cauſes, yer ghar chey. however made their Proxies I hope 
ſhall be made appear by what follows, together with their forbearing to vote 
in Capital Cauſes, and the reaſon. of it (hall be farther, diſcourſed of. 
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"E have before intimated the common uſages and rights of the 

\/ Biſhops td fit: and vote in Parliaments in all antienc times, and 
VV that as Peers and Barons of the Realm, . we now aver they have 
2 Power to fit and vote in all, as well Criminal as otherwiſe, either by them- 
ſelves or Proxies lawfully conſtituted, which is a privilege of the Peerage, and 
therefore, belongs to the Biſhops as ſuch,-'tis very well known what Mr. Selden 
hath wrote in his Book of 'The Privileges 9 the Peerage of England, that the 
Bilbops was debarred of their privileges y an A& of Parliament 17 Car. l. 
Am. 1.641,, and that he was a great notorigus ſRickler 1n-it, bur 'ris as notorious 


- that not long after we find the Commons, nay a ſmall and inconſiderable part 
ule 


| e chat. Houſe, voting the Temporal Lords uſeleſs and dangerous, and that how 
they -were enabled by being afliſted by. the help of Cromwell the late Uſurper, 
INT Koray: to accompliſh what they had begun, and the bad conſequence 
of all we have ſeen with our eyes, and Biſhops God be thanked reſtored to 
their undoubted Rights and Privileges, and that for as much as they were e- 
qually Barons (nay the Biſhops had uſually the firſt in Surynons) they have 
alſo equal poivileges to make their Proxies in Parliament as the Temporal Ba- 
rons had, we confels, as before, for that they were Spiritual perſons they were 
not by the Council of Clarendon to fi: in Capital Cauſes, and loſs of limb, bur 
then we muſt know that long before this they both had and exerciſed this Power, 
2s may be made appear out of John Crampton's Chron. c. 24. where amongſt the 
Laws of Athelſtane 'we read, Epiſcopo jure pertinet omnem rettitudmem promovere Dev 
Fra, Eel & debent Epiſcopi cum ſeculi judicibus interefſe judiciss, and the or- 
dering of all the Meaſures and Weights is there made. ot Epiſcopal cognizance 
the Standard being ill lefr in the Biſhops hands, and out of Sir Henry Spelman's 
Gloſſary, voce Comes, Comes preſidebat foro comitatus non. ſolus ſed juntius Epiſcopo, ut 
alter alteri auxilio efſet & ronſilio, pr.eſertim Epiſcopus Comiti nam m hunc illi animad- 
| gra licuit <7 errantem cohibere, lo much confidence did the Antients repoſe 
Fnke lergy that the guidance and overſceing of moſt temporal affairs was en- 


- truſted to them, nay, they had a.check upon the Laity. And thus lovingly 
- with all fiveernels, and; candor for! 4 or 500, years, during all the Saxons times 
and Poor pohapey diviſien by the Conguerour, who defaced this beauriful 

regular :« ure did che Church ang . State-Officers fir together in the 


morning 


* and regular. compo 
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morning determining Keclehiaſtical pins, and:in.che afternoon Civil, .Thefs 
were "om ng, jars a, Flathings cf juriſdictions heard; of, ns Probibjtuemis if; 
ſhing, out of one Court ty, obſtrult the conxſe of Juſtice. augther 3, thereby hamperidg the- 
poor Chenrt that he knew, not. which;wayo turn himſelf/;.-and 1am perſwaded; 
there is no beuter expedient to prevent laſting yexacious ſyirs,. and.to relieve the 
op reſled, than again to reconcile theſe-two juriſdictions; that accprding. x0 the! 
primitive uſage as well Spititual; as; Temporal, Judges tnay. be appointed; in; 
all need” Mojes and . Aaron ray not antexfere and; Gd bur' wall 
hand in hang: Though I know this deſign does not. relliſh+ wich many. of the. 
Long Robe, yet "tis, feared thar: ttgmpring ſore ſuch thing purchaſed the Lats: 
Archbiſhop Land no; few, enemtes,, and. was one eſpecial cauſe of baGeriing: 
his -ruine : yet. we hind, Mr. Selden a Lawyet too, {ib..2.. de" Synedrijs,, proving! 
that for the firſt 4000 years and: better the Civil and , Eeclefiaſtical Counts cos 
tiqued , united, and the firſt diſtinQtion proceeded. from Pope! Nichols; Gretiand] 
Diſtinft.g6. c. cum ad verum, and that, the Clergy fdo-not meddle-perlonally tp w 
in loſs of life or limb proceeds from the Carisns of the antient Churchivyhi 
forbad their preſence in caſes of blood, but, I hope that no ſober /man will 
hence argue that they being Barons of this Realm they muſt loſe their Privis: 
ledges which belong to the Spiritual Lords as well as ro the Temporal; vizi 
To make Proxies though m Capital Cauſes (when by the antient Canons of the Chywch they: 
are forbid to be projet) which they have done, and till have right "tgs-idoe: 
comes next to be diſcourled of. _. * MMI bod 
And ( firſt ) I ſhall make uſe of Mr,, Selden's authority, though no Fiend, 

| to the Biſhops, ( for reaſons he(beſt knew of ) whio expreſsly faith in;his.Book 
of the Priviledges of the Barons of . England, Printed: 1 642.' that annes Pralatiy 
Magnates, &c. had this Priviledge. Introdut. Though he ſays there they hag 
loft ic by the Parliament 1 7 Car. 1; 1641. I hope now they are reftoref to & 
again, that they had before he gives you ſundry inſtances Cap. 1. theſe arg 
his words Q 2. That. the courſe of Elder time was not that Barons onely made Proxies 
but other men, as Biſhops, and Parliamentary Abbots, and Priors, who gave \thew Lets, 
ters uſually to Parſons, .Prebengaries, and Canoniſts. Tn the Parliament of Carliſle ws+ 
der Edw. 1. the Biſhop of Exeter ent to the Parliament Henry de Pynkagy., Pars, 
fon of Houghton as bis Proxy. The Biſhop of Bath and Wells ſent. William of. 
Cherlton a Canon of his Church, and m like: ſort other of the Spiritualty of that time; 
in the begiuning of the 17th year of King Richard the Second -the Biſhop of Not- 


wich made Richard Corqueaux being then Deane of , the Arches, Thomas Hegdexſer 
being Archdeacon of Sudbury and John Thorp Parſon of Epingham his Proxiey 
by the name of Procuratores five Nuntii, and. in the ſame time the Biſhap of Dug»! 
ham's Proxies were Johti Burton ;Canon of Bewdley, and Moper of the Rolls and 
Jobn of Wendlingborough Canon of London, and other like p1 the ſgme time. 

which alſo 'that of the preamble of the Statute of Pramunire. is anderſtood, where i is 
faid that the advice of the Lords Spiritual that was preſent and of the Procurgtors-of them. 
that were abſent, was demanded. Theylike under .Henty the 4th and 5th, gre found in, 
the Rolls, and under Henr. 5. the Archbiſhop of York gives the Proxies to the, Biſhop of, 
Durham, and to two other Clerks of bis, Frovnce. Nay farthiet; that the Biſhaps uſed 
to give their Proxies in Caſes of A nds Fed. Selden expreſly-Jaich jn 
the place forecited,and alſo whar ſort of perlons.they uted ro make their ProKiess; 
he there likewiſe tells pr adding withal this. {te Kogin, de rl 


Lords Spiritual bad fo muc miſtaken © late the Laws af the Kangdon, | Lthe Ong! 
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 thei'obn Honours by Vide vouring t0*nlarge at Kingdom of Hnichriſt; Hat theylha 
Vote m Parkamert. Alt thacp, R 


t 

no 
(he rricans; A.*D.$? )"loſt both/"'P rviledge ent. FRG Hy 
© 16-/avhich 1 ſhall purpoſely forbear. perk 10> 2 proceed. to ſhew youex- 
-— prels Precedents wherein they: have Vored' either Per onally, or y 'Proxies in 
 Capital-Canſes; and here T will produce Mir. Selden Kelfchs Biſhops adver- 
ſary become their advocare, 'who faith expreſsly P- S439 lib. cit. That though 
is'theTaſe of Appedt of Ticafon in 4 Parliament” of the 11 of Rithard the' 
-- Second 1:80mmencedby Thontzs' Duke of Glouceſter and orhers againſt” Alexander 
--. Archbiſhop" of Tok; "Robert de Pere, 8&c. they ablenced themſelves,” T mean, the 
- whole Spifitualry inithar Parharienr, and would make no Proxy in their room 
” for that time, yer* afterwards they agteed ro do it in Caſes * Judgments "of 
- Beatls,"Qot Part. 2 Her. 4. C9 Rot: Parl.-2 Henr.5 Bur he there ſaith,taat the firſt 
uſe) of ſach” Proxies was 21 Ric. 2: ſo that we have him confeſſing the Biſhops 
licting in caſes 'of blood by their- Proxies, the next authority I ſhall make uſe 
- of46 & Parliament Rolit ſelf; fof that year-as 1 find it. in Sir Robert Cotton's 
lle&ivns-intitulgd ns followerh Placita Coron.e coram Domino Rege in Parl:amentg 
ſod upd" Wegmoriaſt*die Lune proximg poſt Feftum Exaltationis Sanft# Crucis Anno 
reg Revis Ric. 2," Poſt Contarſton 21. The Roll i ſelf you may ſee in the 
Fower atngiig the Records there kept: -'It'is of an Impeachment of the Earl 
of Arundel and Warr.” &c. for Treaſon, ec, the Articles were 'extibited againſt 
hit by ſeveral Lords,” 'as Edward Earl of Rutland, Thomas Earl of Kent, John 
Earl of Huntington, &c. which the ſaid Lords were ready to prove the Crimes 
objefted;'and demanded the Priſoner to be brought to the Bar, which the Lord 
Nevwil:then'*Conſtable-of the' Tower did, and the aforefaid Lords jn their own 
Perſons appeared"alſo: ' His Articles being read, the Earl of Tancaſter Lord 
Seward of 'England by the King's commandment, and afſent of the Lords, de- 
chares thewhole matter. And thereupon the ſajd Earl's anſwer to the Articles 
, was demanded, who pleaded two Pardons, and prayeth they may be al- 
* towed; but they were not, whereupon Sir Walter Clopton Lord Chief Juſtice de- 
mands of him what he had farther to fay, for that if nothing more to ſay 
the Law-would adjudge him guilty. And the faid Earl not pleading any thing 
fe, the Lords Appellants in theixs proper perſons require that Judgment 
may be+given againſt "the {aid Earl, as Convict of the Treaſon aforeſaid. 
Wherexpon the Lord Steward of England, by the aſſent of the King, Biſhops anl Lords, 
adjudged" the ſaid Earl Guilty and Convitt of all the Articles aforeſaid, and thereby a 
"Traitor to the King and Realm, and that he ſhould be therefore Hanged, Drawn, and 
Quartered,” and forfeit all bis Lands m fee, &c. though the Puniſhment, in regard 
hewas'of Noble Blood, was changed, and he: was ordered to be Beheaded ; 
Which was done* byahe Lieutenant of the Tower, and this is a ſhort account 
of that*Tiial: for Blood in Parliament. Where 'ris plain and evident that the 
Biſhops were there preſent, for 'tis ſaid, that the ſaid Earl was adjudged Guilty 
* did Convift by the afſent of the King, Biſhops ,and Lords. Q. E. D. Next we will 
dice another Inſtance and Precedent of the Condemnation of Thomas Arun- 
del Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who was accuſed by the Commons in full Parli- 
arment;\die & loco pradiftis, where we find the Commons by their Speaker Sir John 
Buſſy/Petitishing the K. in manner following. For that divers Judgments were hereto» 
fore undone; forthat the Clergy were not preſent, the Commons prayed the King that the Clergy 
© ould" appoint "ſome to be their common Prottor with ſufficient authority thereunto. Where- 
upon the Clergy appoint Thomas deta Percy by rheir Inſtrument their Proctor, 


who 


King, yes 
the vp Bee Ray al > 1 Was encroached, his gs our - to death without 
Royal Aſlent, v+c. for all which he was found guilty as aforeſaid. What' [ 
obſerve in' brief is this, from this Trial. 

(1.) That there had been divers Errors in  Judgme: it, which Judgments were 
in Law void, for that the Bithops were not prelent, (2.) That hereupon the 
Commons Petitioned the King thar che Bilhogs would appoint their Proxy, and 
which accordingly they did Thomas de la Percy.(3.)He was Condemned by the ſaid 
Court wherein fate Percy accordingly.(4.) That the ſaid Biſhops did nor Vote there 
perſonally, for that the Arch-biſhop their Primate was Arraigned and it might nox 
be ſeemly for them ſo ro do.And here we have the Caſe adjudged, Judgments-in 
Parliament Revers'd; for that the Biſhops were not Preſent by themſelyes or 
Proxys, the Commons Petitioning the King thar they would make Proxys;. a 
Judgment obtained for that the Bithops had made their Proxys. 0. E.D. And 
it any be not ſatisfied, .they may {ce the Roll of Parliamenc as before, among 
the Records in the Tower to which they are Referred. Furthermore to make * 
another diſcovery of the Inconſtancy x the ſaid Mr. Selden, I find him in his 
Titles of Honour in the latter end of his Book ; Confeſſing hat Thomas Becket 
Arch-biſhop of Canterbury was Condemned by the Biſhop 'of Wincheſter in Caſe 
of High Treaſon, Vid.” Titles of Honour. And if any perſon would bur, a little 
refle2t 1 upon the Reaſon, why the Biſhops have not ſometimes Voted.in Caſes' of 
Blood but by their Proxies? (Viz;) Their reſpe&t Bey had to the” Canons. of 'the 
Primitive Church, which might give them umbrage tor their ſo doing,: And roge- 
ther with this, wha hath been (aid before, of their being frequentl ointed 
by the King, and ating as Lord Chief Juſtices of England, -any A; of an Or- 
dinary Capacity may gueſs at the Reaſon of their forbearing to Judge in Matter 
of .Blood for the Reaſon aforeſaid, and their ready and: chearfull compliance 
with their Princes Command ; when by the Law of this Land they. were engs 
bled ſo ro do, and whith is a ſufficient Superſedeas. ro the former Canon. of the 
Church. Another Precedent we have of che Biſhops Perſonally ſitting in Par; 
liament held at Weſtininſter on Monday next after the Feaſt of Al! Saints, 1n the. 3d; 
of Hen. 5; wherein Henry Biſhop of Winton was Chancellour, wherein was Try- 
ed Richard Earl of Cambridge and others for Treaſon, for having Leyyed: men: a- 
gainlt che King, and procured Edmund Earl of March as Heir to Rich,' 2:,to take 
upon him to be King of England, and had Proclaimed him ſuch in Wales, and fer 
one T homas Trompinzton , an [debt and Scotchman ro Perſonate Rich: 2. where the 
{aid Earl, and others his adherents in that Action, were Tryed and found Guiky,; 4 
te Lords Spiritual in Parliament being Preſens, ec. See the Records in,theTower, 
Parl.3.H:5.þ.2.M.4.Many other Precedents of a later Date and Tune: might! be 
here Ex ſuperabundants added, but I ſhall referr-chem, for the, matter of anothes 

Chapter, they being all of: chem raken our of the Journals, of, the, Lioxds. Houle 
DegiInIng 11 32 Hen. 8. andending 29. Eliz, 2. I mi ght have enlarged. in 'rhele 
which havetaken out of the Tower, but | {iba porpolely farbary, 9 do it's 


Matter of Fact as clear. and evident from the. Ancient Records 4n, iti 
the Spiritual Lords Priviledges in this Marter. - And will NOW. pom pry 


Argument that the Biſhops have Right to fir, in all Caſes as well. 4 Wor! 
For chat (4) they are undoubted Peers of the Realm; =_ alſo a Mr. Sian 


for that I find Mr.. $z1d:n+ himfelf- in the days of 4642. hem _ 
E) Avery of 


himſelf 


= ame!" granting 31 his Priviedges of the Barrohage of England, p. 192. For there 
he faith, Though ſome have doubted (we know whom he means) whether the Spiritual 
Barons are Peers, be ſaith there, that they are fo, is true and plain, and the Teſtimonies 
 Midly & Various, as in the Biſhop of Wincheftet's Caſe, who departed from the Parliament 
at SalizÞury abont the beginning of Edw. 3. and was queſtioned for it af.erwards in the 
Kings Bench he pleaded to the Declaration, Quod ipſe eſt unus e Paribus Regni & Pre- 
latus, and in that ſhort Diſputation of the Caſe, which is left in the Wear Books ; be is 
fuppoſed both by the Court and Council to be a Peer. . But tor this if his Authority be 
fiot go60d, the Year Books themſelves may be ſeen. Biſhop of Wincheſters Caſe, 
Yeah Book, 3 of Edw. 3. And Paſ. 3. Edw. 3. coram Rege Rot. 9. Rep. So afterwards 
fee the Bikop of Londons Caſe in the Year Book, 3 Edw. 3. ina Writ of Wards 
brought againſt the Biſhop of London ; he pleaded to Iflue, and the Defendant 
tould gt have a day of Grace ; for he ſaid (as the wotds of the Book are) That 
& BvÞop * 4 Peer of the Land, & Hac erat cauſa, Year Book, 3 Edw. 3. fol. 186. 
Ml: 38; Andinalike Caſe, an Attion of Treſpaſs againſt the Abbot of JAbing- 
ton who was one of the Lords Spiritual, day of Grace was denyed againſt him, 
beeauſe he was Peer dt la terre, 13 Edw. 3. Titulo Enqueſt. So expretly upon a 
queſtion of having 2 Knight returned into a Jury where a Biſhop was Defendanc ; 
the Rule of the Court was that it ought to be ſo, becauſe the Biſhop was a Peer 
6f the Realm, Plowden Comm:nt. pl. 117. So the Judgment given againſt the 
Biſhop 6f Norwich tn the time of Rich, 2. heisin the Roll expreſly allowed to 
be 2 Peer. Wefind alfo Stafford Arch Bifhop of Qmterbury upon his being exclu- 
ded the Parliament under Edw. 3, thus challenging his place, Ego tanquam major 
par Rexrii poſt Regem vocem habens jur# Eccleſia tex tantum vendico, & ided ingreſſum in 
Parlimentwſne geto. The ſane may be made out farthet by an Adigntnent of £rrors 
viider Fen. 5. fot the revearfal of the Atraindet of the Earl of Satisbury, one Er- 
tor is Migntd that Judgment was given withour the Afſent of the Prelates which 
were Peers im Parliament, which 1s clearly allowed in the Roll and Petition too, 
that they were Peers. So alſo in an #4 of Parlizment under the ſame King, Star.4. 
For. 5&8: whete the Arch-Biſhops and Bifhops are called Peers of che Kingdom. 
Butt of the truth of this Mr. Selden himſelf ſaith, That no feruple could ever be made till 
wewnhuppy #4 of the t7> Car. t64t. And how that Af was procured we all know, 
How ful vf runmlts znd uproars were thoſe Times ? to how great a diſtreſs was 
Majeſty then brought ? How many Repulſes did it meer with ? Was it not Paſt 
ts ferve the preſent Imereſt ? and by what ſabcile contrivance was it at laſt carried 
it i9 very Well knot *Have wenot reckoned the Dare of our late Embroilments 
and wild Confulions from this fatal 4pocha 2 Under whar Miſeries, Violencies, 
and Raps hath'tot our native Country for 20 years time from hence to be 
yeckonedy wich fo reach pitry from all crue-hearted Engliſh-men long labouced 
"(Er bARE#? and chit whole Chriftian-world abour us ſtood amazed and agaſhr. 
All #6 Wald: which the Pitty of our Forefathers had been ſo many years 
2 5224p, alt'ther* Priviledges which' their prudence had fo deliberately 
Un © being in" Tew days Paſſion fivallowed up. Had thoſe good men, 
- Ge ther?! , ittadvifedly atted any thing againſt their Prince or Kingdom, 
* bill's nalfne or puhiſhent expiate their Crime and fault ? muſt the 
- whole Ord&f be taived, 4nd Epiſcopaty it Telf deſttoyed root and branch ? 
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bt T02168y merits® df their. worthy Predeceffors be 'buryed in the grave of 
-_ Wgtatefal Oblivion? F were anealy matter to produce a large, Caralogue 

of eine Predates; Who by their prudent advice have oftenrimes prevented 
Moods; preferved Peace,” ſaved a finking Kingdom and a dying Religion, 


many 
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many good works have they done amongſt us, many Colledges and Schools 
erected and endowed, many material Churches by their munificence, and livi 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt builc by their Miniſtry ; and for which of thets 
muſt they now be thus dealt withal ? chus disfranchiled 2 That they who here- 
toſore carried the principal ſtroke in all Cabinet Counſels and publick Dies, 
are acknowledged in (everal recorded Statutes of this Kingdom, an high, and 
one of the greateſt_ Eſtates of this Kingdom, as particularly 8 El:z; c. 1. thar 
they ate Peers of this Realm, 25 Edw. 3. c. 6. before recited, and 4 Henr.s. 
c. 6. muſt now be debarred thole immunities of which our Nation hath ever 
reaped the greateſt benefit, they mult be curtailde in, or excluded from, whar 
is their juſt right, to Vote as Peers in the higher Houſe of Parhamenr, 
certainly 'tis now high time,if ever, for men to relent of their mercileſs cruelty to 
to learned Induſtry ; the crafty Jeſute, who is now at our Doors, thinks his da 
is coming, this will make him keep a Jubile, ro ſee England fall again by her 
own hands. How rich ground hath he got by debating and pouring con- 
rempt on our Engliſh Clergy, (of all the World) whom he moſt dreaded ? Lec 
us but enquire of other Nations, our Neighbours, and they will tell us, That 
the Engliſh Drvine #s the terrour of the Papal-world, and that they have wrote mort, 
and better, againſt Rome, than all the World beſides. We ought hot to take pleaſure 
if1 rapes - an ungrateful Nation : Bur is this the reward of their unwearied 
pains, inceſlant ſtudies, early rifing and late watching, beating cheit brains, 
waſting their bodies, and contracting incutable diſcales, negledting their fa-. 
milies, relations, and accquaintance for the glory of God and good of their 
Countrey 2 Muſt they onely have diſcoittagements heaped upon ther, bread” 
| and water, and raggs (if fome mien had their will) thought to good for ther? - 
Mu anoches Profefſion, of which a Forreiner, by way of diſdain, faid, Caufi- 
drei 1214 gens indefiifſime nltra Doroberniem nibil ſapiunt * Mult they get honour, riches 
and preferments withour the regret and frowns of any, nay more ic 60 years laſt 
palt than Divinicy in 600 preceding,and if the mater was not ittvidious I could 
ealily make appear : 'twas an old ſaying, Nulhi ſad pietas debet efſe dtmoſa,in eartieſt, 
This is not for the honour of the Goſpel, neither doth it become the Refor- 
mation. Of late yeats ſore of the Long Robe, no wellwithers to the Church, 
Whoſe names I forbear, have ſtarted a very unhappy and deſtructive notion, 
and na over beneficial to the Enylifh Scepter ; and there vet watit not thoſe who 
with much induſtry keep this notion up, that the three Eſtates of this Narion 
tonfift of King, Lotds and Commions, which how far it may countenance for- ; 
mer actings and endanger furure diſturbances, I humbly ſubmix tothe prudence 
| 6f thole who fit at the Helm, and are much berter able to derermige than m 
felfz Bur the conſequences of that opiniott ſem diredtly to aim ar rhe Level 
Ing of Sovereignty, and making it accounrabls to the ttvo in their eſteem 
Coordinate Eſtates. Now by reſtoring the Spicitualty the only wie third Eſtate | 
to. its dne Rights and antienc Privitedges, for that is is the true third Eſtate, the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Cook ſaith itt the Forth of his Inſtitutes and the Act of Par-" 
Havent of the $ of Eliz; t. 1. ſpeaks wo the Tame thing, this may be the molt * 
ready and moſt natural expedient to remove that deſtruttive and dangerous opi- 
nion out of the minds of an unlearted and'fickle multitude. So may the Crown 
be ſafe, and the Mitre 116 longet trafripled of. Et q2e Dews olim confunxit, nemo 
hoc ſequiori fetus ſeperet, Baxit hor Deg 416 folus potis off ! 
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| CHAP. vi. 
Precedents of the Biſhops Sitting and Voting in Capital Canſes from, the Reign of of K 712 Hen. 8. 


till th: 29th of Eliz 
- Þ ſhall begin with the Artainder of Cromwel Earl of Zſex,who was attainted in Parliament 
for Trealun, &c. the Articles are every extant, and may be ſeeii ; the firit reading of 
his Bill, as find itin the Journal of the Lords Houſe was upon the 19th of Fence, - 32.Hem, 
8th, at-which reading were preſent Fourteen. Biſhops z; who they were you may ſee. in the 
Journal;at the ſecond reading, which was the,19th of Fuzz of the faid year, 32. Hep. $. 
were preſent ſixteen Biſhops, whole Names, and Sees there you may find ; at the third 
and lait reading , were ſixteen likewiſe, /id.. Fournal ut ſupra, the Bill it ſelf paſt the 
Royal Aflent,the 24th of Fly following,when were 14 Biſhops preſent. The next ſhall he 
the Attainder of 7ho. Duke of WVorf. and Henry Earl of Surry. 38.H. 8. This alſo was an 
Attainder in Parliament : The firlt reading of the Bill againſt theſe Noble Lords, was on the 
18th of Fanuary, Anno Regis ſupra dicfo, when were pr. ſent ten Biſhops ; the ſecond rea«s 
ding, was the day fullowing, when were preſent nine Biſhops :-/The third and laſt reading 
was on the 2oth of the ſame Moneth; when were preſent thirteen Biſhops: ; the Bill paſt the 
"Royal Aﬀent, Fanuary 27th, 38. Hep. $8, the Biſhops likewiſe then preſent. "The third in- 
ance of H+2. D. of Suffolk, which indeed was an Attainder at Common Law, but after- 
ward conftirm'd-in Parliament. 4. t & 2; Phil. et Ma. at the firſt reading were preſent 
.I2'Biſhops: the Bill was read, 5 Far. Anno ſupradidto, at the 2d. reading, which was rwa 
days after on the 9th of Zanuary were preſetit-eleaven Biſhops ; and on-the next day, the 
«Bill had its laſt reading 19 the Lords Houlſe,at which were preſent eleaven Biſhops: the Lords 
-Spiritual,were likewile preſent at the paſſing of the Billywhich was on the 21 ot Zax-follow: 
ng; in each of thele; the- Journal if conſulted will fatisfie any.The 4th Precedent ſhall. be in 
Seymore the Lord Admiral; who was attainted for Treaſon, in the 2d. of Z4w. 6.. for thar 
*he purpoled. to. deſtroy. the young King, and to:tranflate the Crown unto himlelf ; for 
"Which, and other Crimes,vbjeQted, he [offered Death, on the Zower-Hill; at his Attainder 
- TWwere- Preſent mnetecen Biſhops. T might have before added the Cale. of the Lord 
ting. te; ne 2ap= rr who was condergned in Parliament , ' 1n the 32.” of 
«Hen. the: $th-rat whoſe Foryal and: Condemnation, were Preſent no fewer than ſeaven- 
_teen. Biſhops,/4.Journal-of the Lords HoulſejI will only add two: more Precedents,ahd cloſe 
ith tliems” they are in che Reign of _the Peaceable, Queen Zlizaberh, in whoſe times if 
eever,c the 'Attings in Parliament were regular, and orderly : the: firſt is,. the Cale of the 
SEarls:of { Northamberlan and Weſtmoreland, for their Rebellion in the North; and endea- 
{ygur.tþ bripg)inPopery; at whole Condemnation were preſent thirteen Bifhops, "Vid. Jour- 
_ mal, 2nd. ATI of Pazets,.in the 2gth of the {aid Queen, 'at! which were ten Biſhops, 
Pa urnal as before :1 ſhall only add: one thing more,' and that is-rhe Proteſtation of the 
*BiBops: 11-R- 2 where they givethe reaſon why they refuſed, to be put in ſome Parlia- 
-. Mens, theif-iwords: Onia tho Parliamento apitur ae nonnulls materiis in quibus non licet no- 
his juxte ſacroram Canonum inftituts quomodolibet perſonaltter intereſſe ; but they there add a 
Salvo to their right, in-the beginaing; of their Proteltarion. Quad ad 4 chiepiſcopum Cantuar, 
qui pro tempore ſees nic uon ceteros ſuos ſuffraganeos Confratres, Co-epiſcopos, Abbates et Prio- 
res alioſque Pralatos quoſcunque Baroniam de Domino Rege t:nentes in Parliamento Regis ut Pares 
-pred. per ſonaliter4ntereſe pertinet,ibidemg, de regni negotits & allis ib; trattari conſuetis cum cateris 
dit reans Patibas:& aliti conſilere,ordinare,ſtatuere deſinire ac cetera facere , que Parliamenti tc tn- 
- pore ibid Jutcndet ſoclew eo ifs true-1ndeed;thatas. they.never intended, bur that the Appeals, 
- Purſuites, Accy ations, [gganency had and-rendred, (7c, .upon their voluntary abſenting 
"themſelves ; hey ſhould be good and valid in theÞay, as their Proteſtation expreſly gra- 
- Teeth :*yecby the- ſamet eir Proteſtation , they Tgſerve. their, right of being preſent.Gy. 
| Foingeverythingete which iny other! Peer, -thotgh 7emporal might do. And that they 
aid Vote in the-214t of this Kings Reignaby their or in the Condemnation of the Arch- 
- Br RE Te terbury (7eaandupon the- Commons Petition too, for that meny judgments had beer 
reverſed, for That they ure a preſent a4 ts before proved) and Perſonally alſo.in, the Condem- 
"nerioifof tR&EarlGof HArande and Fardonr, &c. the Duke' of weefter being then Lord 
Hhigh Stewards /utiP laviti Coro, 8&0; 21 Ric: 2. inthe Retords 1h} the Tower.” ' The Roll 
| Marked with theLettersFi, . It isxtl} knownthat out; of. reſpe& to Xhe-conftitution 
made int Coyne! yeleay i fminf that 
guins biSCAci is mentioned in R. FHovenaen its H.2.p,.30.) the Clergy. have ſome 
- time forborn to intermeddle in fach' matters : and ofithe other fide *tisas notorious, that 
many of that Order have been Lord Chief Juſtices of Zng/ana, and that none have diſchar- 
ged thay Office better, more tothe Content of the King and SubjeQ, and the Benefit of the 
- whole Commonwealth. WP 
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To the Reader. | 
for their dutiful adherence to the beſt of Kings who cver raign'd in 
Liars 0.7 Tfle. And laſtly the cirbrewing their Violent, Rebellious, and 
Ii icked bands in His meſt Sacred Bloods, a courſe which the Moral 
Heathen wo-ld Blſh to take, ti ſave B:s\Conntry ready to be Loft and 
K ined, and yet theſe men in a Ba#Eaflſe to pretend Conſcience and 
Religion,mhich heretofore Conquered the Heathen World,not by refs. 
ſung thoiigh they were able and wanted not N(! mers to do it, but by 
rtherr $1 fferings ; for theſe Men | ſay to pretend Conſcience and Reli- 
gion, Clament Melicerta Periſſe--Frontem de rebus,T beſe are the 
Men | Confeſs againſt whom ihe following Diſcourſe naim'd: For | 
very Bell know that it lies not in. the Power or Wit of theſe, though 
they gladly would and do flatter themſelves perhaps in this their Folly 
that they may be able to Cajole any Perſons of Loyal Hearts or Prin- 
 ciples, to take part with, .or appear againſt the Biſhops in the preſent 
Controverfie : Xo, Gentlemen believe it, you ſmell too flrong, and 
you are too well known, and 1 can never believe the contrary, till [ 
ſee you perſwade them to carry in once more their Plate to Guild- 
Hall, for the Carrying on Your Unholy Cauſe ; or to ſhut up their 
Shops, as you know who did heretofore,and go with you to - rxva 
Gloceſter. . Atqui parvas ſpes habet Tropa ſi tales haber. 


And fo I Refer the Reader to the Peruſal of the Book, 
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The Fonour of the Prieſthood aſſerted by the Law of Nature and Levitical Law ; \the Intmus 
munities thereof under Prinutive Chriſtianity: "The returns of , Gratitude to God for- the 
Blesſmgs and Labours of the Mimiſters thereof in the Reformation of the Church; in tht 
laſt and preſent Age wherem we Live ; together with ſome cloſe Refleftions therenpon: 


Eligion a thing ſo Excellent, (thatto be careleſs in it, or-negle&thil 
© of it, 15 accounted a great diſrepytation and ſhame to any Party of 
Perlon) hath ever had ſince there, were Profeſſors of ir; and thar is - 
ſo long as there have been men in the World ; a ſele&: number of 

* Perſons, who have been the Miniſters of. it; --: Theſe ten dureing 
the firſt times, and the >Adminiſtratzon -of the Law of Nature; wert: the Fir 
Born,and they both Princes and Prieſts too ; ſo that the Adminiſtration oÞJultics; 
and the Performance of Religious Worſhip, we. find. then to have bee: linked 
rogether in one and the ſame Perſon, Adam, Seth,. Enoch;ayd Noah; -am otheriche 
Antediluvian Patriarchs were in thezr-Qrder and, Succeſſion boch Kihgs and 'Pricfts 
alſo ; as any perfon may be ſatished, ,jf-he will peruſe thoſe Writers of .the Jewiſh 
Antiquities Philo -and ;Joſepbus : Afterwards; Hen the Law-was given'by-poſive 
Precepts to the Sonis of men, one of the vs ve Tribes. (viz;) that.iof: Levi hid 
| s » -< > p i YT FIT the 


the Prieſthood annexed tot, together with other great Immunities, Honours and 
Priviledges,and in the diviſion of the Lppd'$t Canaan (if Mr.Seldens Authority may 
ſway any, Rev. Hiſt. Tithes, ws ) wr} - pr = Ons Jr GE. 
venue of” the largelf a #hegn,they bad thgit Places and Voices an gheir Sauly- 
gn of he ge ag eb of C ophet Cauſes aMo,as we-may kad large- 
ly proved by the Learned $ _—_ hjs Eliſtoxy of Sacriledge;Whart ſenſe the very 
Heathens themſelves had of the Honours of their Prieſthood, it would be very 
tedious to relaze.. The Prieſthoog was not eſteemed any ſhame to him that bore 
the Scepter and wore the Crqwn. Ig Egypt as Sr. John Marſhgn in his Cronic, 
Canon, well qbſerves thgfe Ancient Kings after the Flood Thoth, or Mer- 
curius, Toſorthrus, or A ſculapins, Suphis the Builder of the greateſt of the 
Pyramids were Kings and: Diviges- tpo.... See. him at large, c. ad Sec. 4. 
meet wrricg, Nay in the fitſt Ages of the World, the Legiſlative and Executive 
Power went along with the Priefthood, Melchizedeck, Abraham, and Jacob after the 
Flood, as well as the Antediluvian Patriarchs were as well Executors as makers of 
Laws. T5 us perpſe the Holy Records, and we hnd David a King and @ Pro- 


phet, his $on pol the wiſeſt of mgrtal men, ſtileing himſelf by the name of 


——_ 
- he 


Ad. Sec. i. 


the er and valuing himſelf morg upon that name, then upon the ſcore of 
his &her —_— Tues ; and in the fullneſs of time Jeſys Chriſt himſelf the King 
of Kmgs, the EternaF Son of God and Original o all Power thought ic not below him 
telling us expreſly Luke 4.1 &. Fhat he was ſent into the World on no other end 
than to Preach the Goſpel. True it is, his Kingdom was not of this World, and he 
never went about to dipoſlely exher the Romgn or Jewiſh Governours in Jude; nei- 
ther did his Diſciples ever go about to do any thing like it ; yet when the Empire 
became Chriſtians, the P udept Bier of .ch wa at mt \Chriſtian Emperors 
for the better Encolgolincef lipiort ark earring, conferred large Immu+ 
nities and Exemptions upon Church-men, . freeing them from | 
tions, and ſundry ſervices whereyyith gther, of, theis, Subje&ts were burdened * 
| * Euſebius and Zogomen; record feveral Priviledges granted by Con- 
Eeſeb. Eee if: 1%» ſtantine, Thar thoſe who Miniſter in Holy Religion-be wholly 
48 free and exempt from all publick. Burthens : And ſome have 
very.well obſerved, that during the continuance of the gift of Tongues, extraor- 
dinary Learning, and other Miraculous efftifions of Gods' Holy Spirit upon the 
Primutve. Church, 'there' were noneed of the Piery and Charity which ſubſe- 
quent: Chriſtian Emperors beſtowed upon. the Church, the Apoſtles had no need 
ro ſtudy for their Preaching, and therefore had leiſure enough to fiſh and make 
Tens! for:a-livelihood, whereas ours are forced to pore upon Books, to Meditate, 
Write, and:all-hardly. ſufficient to ſearch out the deep Myſteries which coſt Them 
ng Pains, the Spirit ſupplying the place of all; Therefore to make amends for 
AJ theleroxtraordinary:qualifications, and abtindant meaſure of Spiritual Graces 
wherewiththey were farniſhed/above us, ithath pleaſed the Lord of the Har- 
weltintheſelatter daysroiraiſe up Chriſtian Magiſtrates to aſſiſt and encourage 
tys Ealourers, and appointthem: a more ſerttd and. plentifull allowance ; yea and 
botaaralto, and'power together withit, fot that Wiſdom withgur theſe. is com- 
wionly:cottemned./. Who-ever:was choſen a Magiſtrate in our Neighbour State 
ot-Hdldul; ox:here-avhorne ?- who had not Riches,and therefore Honour to ſup- 
porthem, Wiſdonvin-the eſteem of the Vulpar is always.chought'ro be.accams 
paniedywithuRiches and Power : So that the pretences of thoſe men. who. for a 
Cloak ro theirInnoyasions and Sacriledges, vainly vaun that all things ſhould 
act] " | be 
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be brought back to the Primitive Puriry, and the Clergy alſo © the Apoſtles Po: 


_verty, leet argue thus mich thattheyretis farther tfiie Goſpel Minilters; 
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and the Succeſlors of the Apoſtles chan they arepble to work Miracles, and that 
they though not enabled to it by any Education miay be required to work iri ny 
of thoſe Callings of which the Apoſtles were, whoſe Succeſlors they pretend to 
be. Weread in Lud. Vives in his Commientary upon St. Auſt; de Civitate Dit, That 
the Prieſts of Ceres [no other than the Mendicants amongſt them-of Rome ] 
were to renounce the World and Riches and Honorwr tdo-; 'and thetefore that on 
the day of their Initiation they were to pur on a Coat which they never left off 


rill ſuch time as it was ſo ragged thatit would no longet hang'to their backs & 


rainly if Spiritual Perſons wete left ro ſome mtns allowance, this would be their 
Portion from them to be clad with Poverty, Contempt, and. Rags, and their 
Dy as well a5 their Neceſſities would conftrain them. to Faſt: and Praz;\ I 
know ſome men (particularly Luther) amongft our Reformers have ſleighted Ho- 
nouts; and that Portion due to their Callings,out of ſincere Principles ahd a gacd 
meanirig, who have yet lived t6 Repent theit Error, though not able: to-redreſs 
i|, when they have ſeen how much the Church has thereby 1uffered, and Religion 
been Kine, Witneſs Luther Epiſt. p. 1 3 ji - Ego per meo ſtipendio .amnuo tantihn 
Hovent antiquas Sexagenas habeo, prater has ne obolus quedem mii, ant fratribus e Civitate 
utredit. k great andnoble reward for ſuch miatchlels deſerts; and it fo-happy:n 
Inſtramient of Earopes Reformation, ſo valiarit a Chatnpion, who fingly oppe- 
fed the United Polver of Rome and Hell, Whar may the Clergy of one days'£d- 
pet ? viz; [To be devefted of rheir Reveriues; Honours and Immunities, becaute 
ey are the Succeſſors of their Farefathers the Biſhops and: Reformers:in'. Queen 
Marys days, ſome of the Principal whereof wete publickly Burnc as: Martyrs for 
thar Religion which (God be thanked)maugre the Monſtrous ingratitiide of ſottie, 
Ive yet through the Bleſſing of God enjoy;by the Pains and Labonrsof their Wor- 
thy Succeſfors. Who are the Perſons who have.to theErernal Shame and Infamy-of 
Rome laid open the Vileneſs, ' Wickedneſs , and Immorality. as 'welt: as the 
falſe Doctrines, Idolatries and Superſtitions of. that Chutch 7 Who are they whe 
have been the Watchmen upon the Wall, that have ever fince the Reformatisn 
Beaten and Foiled thern in their Aſſaults upon,our Church 2 Was not the Walls 
thereof Watered, and as it were Cemented with the: Blodiof Cramer; Latif; 
Ridley, Hooper, and others ; the SupeſtruCture raiſed by Jewel, Reynolds and others, 
Sed ine reprimo. And yet now thole days thtouggh Mercy are over, Muſt their 
Succeſſors ſtill be wounded by the hands of their pretended Friends; andre 
ceive ſuch hard meaſure from their, Pretended Well-wiſtters > This! ſtrikes to the 
very Heart. 15 dared DIYA 
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The Clergy under the Law and Goſpel alſo, have ingaged in Secular Cauſes, and the State very 
- happy'm this their Adminiſtration m the Prinutive times of the. Goſpel proved from the Exs 


amples of St. Ambroſe, St. Auſtine, &c. 
V / from Moſes, eexorims unv 3 bam? Hoe ts dpynries 2 F I prunacey yours, Phils, 
= in vit. Mop. The King muſt ever take the advice of the Prieſt, 
' : Moſes himſelf was a Prieſt as well as a Ruler ; and he appointed Prieſts dureing 
the Levitical Adminiſtration to be Overſeers of all things, Judges of Controver- 
fies, 3nd Puniſhment of Malefa&tors, Joſeph. lib. 2. cont. App. who law the pre- 
cept reduced to practice, tells us the thing in fa&t was ſo. Who hath not heard 
that Ely and Samuel the Lords Prieſts were at the ſame time Civil Judges in 
Iſrael. Chytraus makes three Conliſtories amongſt the Jews, of all which the 
Prieſts were the Principal and Eſſential Members : (1.) A 'Trumvirat in every 
Ciry wherein many matrers and lighter Treſpaſſes was decided ; theſe Grotius 
calls Pedaneos Judices. (2) The little Sanhedrim Conſiſting of 2 3, wherein Capital 
Cauſes were deterrpined in the Gare of every City. (3.) The Council of State 
or grand Senate of 70 Elders, which ſome make to conliſt of 71, raking in Mo- 
fes ; others in 72. Six out of each Tribe, the High Prieſt being commonly of 
Ic the Number. | Now that the Prieſts and Levites were. part of this great 
Exerc. 13: ' Sanbedrim , Cauſabon will bear. me out; who makes it appear 
wo our of their beſt Authors, quod bujus Concilu ea fuit nſtitutio ut ſi fieri posſit 
e Solis Levitis & Sacerdotibus conſtaret, "That as near as might be, the endeavour 
was K might conſiſt only of Prieſts and Levites ; whence Joſephus and Philo often- 
times under the Title of Prieſts underſtand the. Sanhedrim. Come we down to 
David whoſe Government was a Pattern to all bis Succefſors,his Reign was peace- 
able and flowriſhing ; nor did he want States-men of the moſt raiſed abilities for 
his employments : Yet did not this Wiſe, this Holy Prince think 'it inconliſtens 
with the Sacred Fun&tion (which yer St. Auſt tells us in ſome reſpects Ope- 
roſins Miniſteriam than thar of the Goſpel) to engage Levites in his weightieſt ſecular 
Charges. | For we find Hathaliah and his Brethren appointed Officers on this 
fide Jordan, not only in the buſineſs of the Lord, but i the Service of the Kang : 
And Jerijah another in Holy Orders is made Plenipotentiary orRuler over the Rex- 
benites, the Gadi:es, and the half Tribe of Manaſſab in every matter pertaining to 
God, and in the affairs of the King likewiſe, 1 Chron. 26. 30, 32. Nor was he fin- 
ular in it, but was Imitated by good Jehoſaphat who made the Prieſts and the 
Levites Judges of all the Controverſies in Iſrael, not excluding matters of Blood, 
2 Chron. 19. 8, 10. Now run over the Catalogue of all the Kings of Iſrael and 
were any to be paralled with theſe ? I am fure that none went beyond thele,none 
whoſe Government did more proſper with Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, and Tranqui- 
lity. And though under the reſt of the Kings we have no expreſs mention of 
the ſame practice ; yer all things conſidered, we have more reaſon to conclude it 
held than the contrary, for we find Jeboiada the Prieſt chief Counſellour to Joaſh, 
2 King. 11. Andif we look into after times ar the Babylonian Caprivity, the 
Prieſts 


E all know it was a Political Maxim mentioned by Joſephus as derived 
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Prieſts coramand all and poſle(s the Sceprer-for fome Hundred &f years, for th&.. 
AfJamonean Race continued abſolute-Princes tit Pompeys Conqueſt, Joſeph. l. x 3.0. 
9. We may further add that many Civil Caufes are by name reſerv'd'to the Levi- 
cal Cognizance, as the Inquiſition for Murther, falſe Witneſs, «xc. Deut. 21. 
And yer after all, the Preachers of ' the- Goſpel do not hence draw arguments that 
they are chiefly and folely to be intruſted with theſe great and Important Miniſte- 
ries, but I do on their behalf averr, and wilt be ready to prove and maintain, 
That a.fat allowance being made to the difference of Times and Perſons; the 
moget preſcribed by. God himſelf under this Levitical Adminiſtration may ſafely be 
tallowed now in ſome things, andthoſe no Circumſtantiats alſo. 

Bur teaving Moſes, let.us come to-Chrift, and fee how matters ſtood under the 
Goſpel, here though we have no- inſtances of Honours conferr'd by our- Saviour 
upon his: Apoſtles, yer have we Ptrophelies, that after the publication thereof 
Kings ſhould become the Nurſing Bathers of it, and tharche feer of thoſe that 
brought the glad tydings of Peace ſhould be Beautiful upon the Mountains, which 
Mr.calwm applyeth the Bounty and Munificence of Princes to the Church, [ſa.49. 
Bur for the firſt 300 years, What could rationally be expected from the profelled 
Eeemies of Chriſtianity ?- no other honours than cruel Perſecutions whilft the 
perſecuting fury laſted, whilft they were burnt in nſum nofturni luminis, Tack. as 
the Hiflonan hath ir. The ordinary ſentence-was, 


Teda lacebis in illa 


Oua ſtantes ardens e5* fixo-gutture fumant, Juven. 


Bux na faonor was Gentibfn aboliſh'd, bur we have a new and ſmiling face of 
Afﬀazirs undex the happy Rexgn of Couſtautize the Churches great Parron,as well as 
the Clergies Friend. And benceforth the Primitive Piery was not wanting, who 
thought ne. Hononrs. or Parrers miſplaced upon their Spirxual Bathery, for whom 
they judged'nothing tao:dear. All Hiſtories ring of Conftantines kindneſs zo _his 
Clergy, by wham the moſt weighty Afﬀairs of his Empue dureing his time was 
molt:happily- eranſafted, and that moſt of his Succefſors wrote after his Copy 
wil appear by what follows ; forit were very eaſe ro. muſter a. lintle Army: of 
Fachers engaged in Secular Employments. © We read Zozomen |. 6. c. 32. thar 
Epiphanius: Bithop of Cyprus, a Perſon of ſingular vertue, prudence, - and piety, 
wml; Iercr Tetypany a man bulied in Polincat imatters, Theodoret reports |. 2c. 
39. thatone Jacobus Bithap of Ni/ibis or the Mygdonian Antioch was iniowns mayer 
«&w#*, Bifthop, Governour, and Captain of the City. In Barowws, A.610. 
thad that John Patriarch of Alexandria was accuſtomed to. fir rwice a Week: and 
Judge berween thoſe-that were at variance, and to reconcile them, and: once 
when none came to him, he departed weeping, Thar all that day he had done 
no gaod, but Sopbrenius replyed, That he had moze'cauſe of rejoycing than 
of Weeping ; for having broughe the Ciry to ſuch good Order, ſx 5 to- ſo great 
Peace, thar they were more like Angels than men, baving no- differences left, 
buc were all in ftiend{hip and arnity. Arare Example tothe Immortal Pame of an Ex+ 
clefiaflical Judge. We all remember that Sir Thomas Moore commanded ic to be ſco- 
red up 28 3 wonder, ' That he bad ance been able to clear the High Court of Chan» 
cery from- Suites, andnerone cauſe ta remam wikeard * Bur here we have'a Populous 
City (hardly fhorteb any in-qus Nation) by the pains of: a good Biſhop, without 
any Charge to the Litigants, reduced ta.aperfed unity withia ic cif 
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Blit we will paſs over ſuch obſcure Names, whom it were endleſs to reckon 
up and Select only a few; whole eminent Labours have Eternized them to poſte- 
rity, and begin with St. Ambroſe, who flourithed A. C. 378. and to his Con- 
duct and Government was the great City of Milan entruſted, fo that St. Auſtin. 
Conf. 1. 6. c. 7. Complains that he was a long time kept trom acceſs to him 
Secludentibus me ab ejus aure atque ore Catervis negotioſorum hominum quoruin mfirmitatibus 
ſerviebat ; He had-Wwhole troops of Suiters about him to diſpatch rheir worldly 
buſineſs. The next ſhall be that great African Light St: Auſtm, who Ep. 147. 
hath this pallage, Fomines quidem ſuas ſeculares cauſas apud nos fmire capientes,” dum iis 
neceſſaru fuerimas, ſic nos $anfos &: Dei Servos appellant, ut negotia terre ſue peragant 
| aliquando agamus negotia e3:ſelutis eorum non de auro, non de argento non de fundis & pecori- 
bus pro quibus rebus quotide . ſubmiſſo capite ſalutamur ut diſſentiones hominum terminemus. He 
ſaith he was every day lollicited to make up ſome breaches abour Gold, Silver, 
Land, Carttel, ec. And:yet where have we found a more Faithfull and Affiduous 
Preacher and Paſtor than this good 'father ? Were any more engaged-in conteſts 
with Hererticks,or any that left a larger Legacy of his Learned Labours to the 
Church ? I dare challenge any before or fince the Churches: Reformation, who 
haye done the like, and who will ſay that the, good Father had miſpent his time; 
that had bener been laid out in painfull Preaching to his flock > Whereas we all 
know that Preaching is but a very {mall part;of the Miniſters Calling, yer of 
late times it hath been made by ſome to ſwallow up the reſt of the Miniſters 
Duties as neceſlary and Effential to his Callings as that can be; and have obſerved 
alſo, that ſome Miniſters themſelves, otherwiſe good men, .have been a wan- 
ting to themſelves and the Church, in complying roo much with a fort of men» 
amongſt us}: whole intereſt it is to.draw all Cailfes into their own Courts for the.__ 
fupport of -their own Grandeur and'Faculty ;. whereas otherwiſe thoſe Suites and 
Cauſes might-perhaps with little or.no charge have been more ſpeedily, yea and 
fatisfactorily:determined. - Our laſt inſtance fhall be in Gregory the Grear, de Cur, 
Paſtowithiwbo ſome Cloſe the good Popes) /'whom we Ba complaining thar 
Sub colore Epyſcopatus ad ſeculum retratus ſum mquo tantis terre curis inſervio- quantis me 
. mvitalaica negnequant deſeruiſſe reminiſcor. He was never in all his Life time fo en- 
cumbred with:Worldly-bulfineſs, as after he came to be a Biſhop ; bur he after- 
wards adds that, Etfi cogamur terrenis negotiis intendere, mens tamen noſtra ſeculari vas 
- rietatemon deleftaiur, ſed tota m unum currit, atque confluit fem. "Though he was 
forced to dothis for the. good of his People, yet he took no Pleaſure m it, and 
his mind was taken up with better things, for all agree that theſe muſt nor be un- 
dertaken out of: love tothem, but Chniſtian Charity and Compaſſionto the op- 
prefied, 41g; de Civ. Det L-1 g:.c..19;, . Now theſe Imployments were conferred 
upon thoſe Fathers notas Biſhops/but as Subjets:more Eminently qualified than, 
others,” borh-by;their Priidence, Experience, and-Integrity, as well as: Humane 
Learning. .But: T hree:there are (in which they did Principally engage) and 
which may ſcera moſt agreeable ta!their Coar :. Firſt, 'To- be im the Commisſion pl 
Peace ; and to ſpeak Impartially; Who titer for ſuch a Work than 'they, whole 
bufineſs and Calling it is'to reconcile thoſe that areat variance : And this was the 
deſign of the Ancients, though atfirft it began in a way of Charity, ;* yet being 
found profitable, 'it was upon mature. Deliberation by the Chriſtian Emperors 
confirmed, - particularly-by Conſtantine, Zozom.lib; x. c. 9g. who leaves it free to any, 
$1 tir mr Amano; reiny Tay Berort ar Tos mArmls Zputy ras medhre; nt, W, alens and 'Palentmian 
enlarged it and intruſted chem with: the Rares of Commodities Sold inthe Mar- 
4 ker, 


ket, Cod.1l. 1. de Aud. Ep.tit; 7, Their Jurildiftion:l. contels harh heen jn YER 
ages Various, ſometimes more ſometimes lels as the Emperors were more or 1 
favourable to the Church, whoever:kept RE Ng Vera gag / 1n their own hang: 
Conſtantine was the firſt that paſfed the Royal Grant, in, Favour, of .the C 7 
permitting the Cognizance of allCivil matters,evenberween Laymem.to theF, fo 
copal Tribunal it either party did require it, though the orher denyed his CD 
and their appeal was to be obeyed by the Magiſtrates whenever made, though 
the action was already commenced in another Court,  Artadius and Hongryg 
did a little retrench this unlimitred power, yer {till allowing it by. the joinr, gp 
ſent of both parties, aud making rhe Biſhops as it were Referees, .l. /i_quis ex cons 
ſenſu. de Aud. Epiſcop. and their deciſion to be binding and final without appeal, 
This Law was after ratified by Theodoſius and Juſtinian l. Aud.Epiſc. c, eqd.Nay, this 
latter Emperor Juſtinian repoſed ſo much confidence in them, that he made theng 
Overſeers of the Secular Judges, .Noyel: Conſt. 56. This then has been the 

ractiſe of that pure and Prinutive Age, and the greateſt Enemies, the Church, . 
ry could never deny bur that the Biſhops have had their Tribunals for above 
theſe 1 300 years Erected by Conſtantme, confirmed by Arcadius and Howrius, Thee 
odoſius and Valentimian;- 75, Only ſome Curiouſly mince the matter, and allow 
them power to hear Caules; and to become Referees and Umpires by the confen 
of both Parties, bur yet they will not hear talk of any, Coercive Juriſdiction: 
chough as eminent Crvil Lawyers as any are, Attribute it to them, and pagticu- 
tarly Accurſius interprets Audientia Epiſcopalis, a term frequent in the Code by Jus. 
riſditio ; and Conſtantine forbad expteſly the greateſt Pringe in the Empire to; re- 
yoke what once the Biſhops had Necreed, Euſeb, Vit. Conſt. l. 4; c.,2.7. . In,pro. 
ceſs of time the Magiſtrates: having encroached upon, and almoſt FAIT 
Clergy, Charlemaine revives that good old Law of Conſtantine, confirming. the 
fame Furiſdiction to all Biſhops, repeating the Charter word for word, Car.Mag.: 
in Capit. 1. 6.c: 28. What the practiſe was in our own,Country of England hall, 
God willing be made our in what follows, wherein I doubr not butto give ahug+ 
dant ſatisfaction of the Fattum that the Clergy were employed as. much as; thg, 
Laity in the Deciſion of Secular Cauſes, ſo far as we have good Authority, ang, 
Record in the times of: the Saxons, and ſo downwards till our late and u 


much publiſhed, for want of ſuch, Knowing and Religious Counſellours, , Prin: 
ces may often be entangled in unjuſt.” aA and raſh Wars) jand Innogent 


ſing King Henry the 7th to Marry the Eldeſt df his Daughters to Fraice, the mace 
Noble and Rich Kingdom : the old and yvile Biſhop {adviſeth his, Majeſty;the 
contrary, 2x whichche King ſeeing lomewhar ſurpriz. d, the Biſhop pave. him 

| ; Is 


- 


nm Ef] # 
his as the reaſon of his Opinion, that by Marrying the Elder to Scotland, rhar 
Kingdom would be broughr co England, and old Entities reconciled and for ever 
buryed : Whereas on the contrary England being ander France, we ſhould haye 


here been ruled by a French Lieutenant or Deputy, which the Engliſh he doubted: 


would hardly brook, and perbaps our Government and Laws by reaſon of their 
utagreeableneſs to the French, might have been attempted to have been changed 
into thoſe of France, which the Engliſh man (his Opinion was) would hardly 
bear: Whereas thoſe of Scotland were not ſo much differing from the Lays 
ard Cuſtomes of England, and twas to be hoped che two Nations would better 
actord together than the Engliſh and French would. The good event of which 
Counſel we have ſeen with our own Eyes, and = it long continue. - It is re- 
torded of Conſtantine that he would not in any wiſe diſpenſe with the abſence of 
his Biſhops from him, who had helived in our Prophane age, the Churches E: 
nemies would have ſaid that the good Emperour had been Prieſt-ridden, a well- 
meaning man but not overwiſe : Burt the good Emperors joy it was to ſee Fi 
Court to be as it were a Church. Nay ſo much uſe of theſe Holy men he made, thar 
he made them follow him in his journeys and warlike\Expeditions, Euſeb. de vir: 
ejuz.l.1.c. 35. Ideml. 4.c. 56. So thar we read in Peter Bleſenſis Ep. 84. ad Alex. 
. how he proves at large there, Thar it is not only lawtfull bur very expedient 
Fl Prelates to be in the Courts and Counſels of Princes upon ſuch like impor- 
rant reaſons as thoſe are, and therein excufes the Biſhops of Winchefter, Ely, 
and Norwich. | 
- Thirdly, To be employed in;Treaties and Negotiations of Peace: and Com- 
merce, and this both the Ancient and Modern practiſe will juſtifie, that” norie 
have been more frequently or more ſucceſsfully uſed and employed'ins fach Myſ: 
fagesthan the Ambaſſadours of Chriſt : Solemn Embaſſies cannot be 'expedte 
before the Magiſtrate embraced the _— Bur in the very beginning of the 
4th Century we have Maruthas Biſhop of Meſopotamia ſent Embaſlador Kr the 
- eieemrge)] Rome to the King of Perſia, Socrat. l, 7. c. 8. Preſently after Theo- 
doritk difpatcht Epiphanius Biſhop of 'Ticmum or Pavia to Gunebald King of the Bur? 
gnitdians, Eunoch. Tiſm. vit. Epiphan. who at his requeſt releaſed great numbers of 
poor Chriſtian Captives. Then we have St. Ambroſe ſent by Yalentmuan to Max: 
mus that rornnig i the Britiſh Armrys, to deſire Peace, which he happily effect- 
ed to the great contentment of his Maſter, Ambroſ. Ep. 27.1. 5. where he men- 
tions an other Embaſſy wherein he was imployed. I might add St. Chryſoſtome 
mptoyed to treat with Gainas as Baronius informs us. John Biſhop of Rome'cory- 
milivnied by Theodorick to Juſtine the Emperor, Nifeph. with multitudes of others 
mm Tatter times, whereof if I ſhould give inſtance fome perhaps would reply upon 
me thatthoſe were times of Popery and Ignorance ; yer perhaps of more. candi 
fitnplicity and honeſty than the times wherein' we live ; and for the Moderns 
theritie would fail me to fpeak of anr own and Neighbour Nations ; forthis con? 
rimed the Univerſal prattife of Chriſtendome tifl*Smcerity gave place to Hoon 
and that new Definition of an Embaſſzdour came up, that he was, Yir peregre 
eniffes 4d ſpetioſe mentiendum Reipub. cauſd. A: good man ſent abroad to tell ſpecious 
bes for firs Councries feryice. Then deed jt wat high time for theſe Holy men to reſign 
"ſe Employments "to others whoſe ' Education and courſe of Life better became 
- Thus we have ſeen both Ancient and Modern Uſage on the co_ ſide, rhe 


unititerrapred: practife of the World for above 5000 years before and under rhe 
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am the Fathers oo 
Princes i in Secular Em ary and if yet Ly muſt be :ay/ BE 


ma mee cum patribus, I dare calt-my Lot omthar fide. - *Tis coofeſt-/ris\pirry:xhat 
any ſhould be miſled by Anclintey, bur-—'tis moſt miſcrable not-to: Fa 0 4 


by Authority. G32 O77 RD-VAR 
This then being the Faftinm or ukaro! as ju Exident, lee. 4  linlon thiguent | 

place examine the Jus of it,and for any TE apeny itjis'a | lGpont 

rradictionj ſince their avowed Principles and dayly ſe allow their, 'F6arhias - 


to follow any, other Calling, either of Camp, v4; An or: City what og: 
| rrol. Bur it. is the rigid Diſciplinarian- whotakes the molt Offence-ar- kh] ani 
therefore to him we ſhall addreſs our ſelves, andfor-once fuppdſe him rs: 
the licle Commonwealth of Geneva,and to have the belt parts; and tobe Maſſer 
of the beſt head-piece amongſt them. . If the Senate: or'Syndit. ſhould'\zems 
miſſion bim to decide a difference berween his. edarrelling- Neighbours; 7 o12 fend -- 
ro himto adviſe with him about a War with therr-great Enemy the Dok6af 04 
y9y;? Or engage him to Solicite at the-Courr of 'Fraye, ' or at the Suifſe>Cahloywods = 
a.Publick Agent, there. being none more likely «9 prevail-in>fſuch» a6) Brabaſle 
than-himſelt ; and the linle Commotwealth otheewiſe wapld bein = 
be loſt. © In thiscaſe ſhould he be heard ATE) wt igconfiſtency- of kis' | 
Profeſſion with ſuch an imployment;; and poty” retutty 0 nah 
chen che Magiſtrate wilb be-a ill condition; whocranft' ber obeyed 
more than the others Calling enjoins him whether commandedor ne; -) 
being a ſpirirtal Perſon will make the: Civil Magrize bole the ſervice nd __ 
of his Subject : A.thing yer which the moſt eminent amongſt them have not 
declined ; for that neither Mr. Calvin formerly in the ons nor Mr. Henderſon of 
tarer rimes in the orher, have. not ſcrupled | | 
Bur let matters be made, heyer'ſo cl Bak: hofoared that the Vulgar have 
taken up ſuch prejudices from the hr ry buſineſs of ſome late Preachers 
here amongſt us intereſting their very Pulpits in State matters dureing our -late 
Troibles (a practiſe never. ſufficiently to be condemn{d). thar.alt perhaps: may*ds : 
bound to their good Behaviour fora while-for\\the: Miſcarriages of theſe men; 
| who have been ſo notoriouſly guilty of the ſuppoſed crime, they haye been 


guilty of in their porn —_— ir, and chargemg.it upon: men, 
never (as they did) engaged in ing.of tharinaure;-.bur when they 
commanded to it by he-Mai Fan h "tis hoped thac all learned 


cions Perſons will A more: oC, diſtingaiſh berweey the frantick mads - 
nels of a few giddy Pates, arid the ſaber attings9of :Endinent?-Prelate? Eorritnils 
fion'd by lawfull Authority, - and not take an advantage frotn'the miſcarriages of 
this other ſort of men tg. bring an irreparable injury on-Poſtetiry by deba: 
others more ſober than they. It is a true ſaying and confirmed by the experience” 
of many hundred horny men fun ſenger ſemper waar” Clero. When the World yen of 
- $41, the Devil raught the multitude to cry our if -any publick Calamity | 
that the Chriſtians were the faul EE nuxlt orkeliyomciba NOW the.cun- 9 
ning Sop hiſter hath changed his —_ an be amiſs either in-Chureh 
or Sear, preſenuly the blame mult be-caſt upon TE TO 


, - 


” 4 b 
4 "Fon 


<7 a AF PARIS WP" Mulrwude, their Parids Sceſtred or' Sold, 
je 


of Hotour and” Truſt interdifted they} cerrain ve dre, the qua- 
liiaan=aE 4Biſhops Calling do not whe. leaſt incapacitare kir/fuch er ply- 
g of: For (1!) 'tis requizet that he be'Vite Probate 
PPP odkirncet Converl: on.- (2.' Nullins Crmmms reus."" (3:) 
Aitate graves, [vrell Riitken i in years. (4) Doflrma-W#4ſtans; _— in rod 
gings wich many other of the like nature.-v. Now” theſe /are not 
banatheqnoretoranſurer for whom it) concerns, if they 'be. obſerved; ms ef 
any one who reads this, conclude no. Perſons more fit than they - for the moſt 
anens punch I; For all Politinans make lncegriry, Prudence, atid Learning ' the 
_— an-accempliſtic' Magiſtrate j fo that iPAptitude” be 
id, ome ma maj ately afninthete arenone 5 qualified for Coutiſel-than 
Education-and-Inſtitution.-hath enabled them to Jook into: 41 
frond Moddls.of Government ;:10- ſearch the' Depths and-Myfteries of 
Epngires; moſt of which are lockt up in Rtange Languages, and''tis nor- every 
eepatity.Chat can gain the Key.Then fortruePoliticks(the late Floywitine's Reaches 
le oth&t ven leaam and admire) there's as .much tobe; found inthe Hiſtorical 
part of, the Scripture; as in any Books in the-World, {o'thar Divines may ih all 
proBepyitymake g Statifts.: ; And'is it nor pitty-theh thar their Countrys 
ſhould:badeprived'ot ſuch hapefull and eminenc abiliries*? doubtleſs thoſe of 
eatery Qpinion donde throughly weigh the conſequences of their. Aſſertion;, 
leeding tb Bigoin the Church from being a part of the Commonwealth, 
wh for 1 | amekirand bane have been happily united ; if the Biſhops an 
fqn, ow Perſons whe yet-by their Revenue ate fo conſiderable inthe Com- 
muſt.no longer exo upan asCirizens, or parts of jt, and'eo" ipſo 
Oe dborco from/Earployoents, . but intontinently forfeit all their Prvilegeris | 
ugh, 156 coſequienee Ns wrodld: not de very _ 1 bat: rt 
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| "ID » xf all this _ conſel we find many had men are tron ly 
1 erl'y, waded that-Eccleſiafticks ongrehally ta be excluded from Civil 
Sc; barterst [An Opinion indeed much pretendjng'to Humility and ſelf-de- 


ayali gd. receiving; fore coungendnce and-colour from Scriptures, the praCtife of 
thregkss Canturies;:, and fome Canons of: Counſel which muſt be che Subject of 


Our eration, STDS 1: 

The; Text thar_ is. mol inſiſted, -apog: in; 2 Tun > which being miſtran- 

Greg by $he "Ro A "Deo: 'begat greater prejudice in the minds 
- Bizſks Thes' _ may” take b35 vs thax the Sentences general, and belongs to. 

every Jag and {arr of ann po Frnru in amore peculiar manner 'tis referred to 

the! reachers ofthe fo/} gg can plead exemption, but others are willing 

- it fiprhauraccks qut.ofs Calls, and the Clergy only nuft be tied to it, whom 


220i: 14 for 


XUM 


XUM 


| upanthe words morn! <efle which Thegphylott'expounds | hey wotgaparlir 


. to underſtand the genuine ſenſe we mult tofifider what, 


.true,,jathe infancy of the Church,j when the. Goſpel wasto/be pulblathed/alt:ithe | 


far the preſent we will grams to be prinapelly” eatcers:d- The-R&k of al 1 Tie: 


roults and conkuſions,of.;this Life,Cars. a: Lepide lars <eazudlda @- arerfuch” une 
menss'2s concern fool.and. raymews; and offences ur theke agritulturas meearuns © 
artes uuchanice. Naw who: does nor readily approve of this}and judge ir! veryo im} 
Pp that a Preacher ſhould bg + Mexchariz;: 2 Plownian' or'z Mirbanicky dos! 
cu Tank Common and Cannon k.aovs forbat ile ame 3 -Eftins has mach tor the 
like puspofe, #coyad/athy Wc; Ape quit abkEi7 babes wade! Witt, -anah thevefore | 
quotes to this purpale:a layingiob ,dmbyoſe,/! thidfrornar oft homact rare th ribs. qui 
mult aut Dev. chis thet-xather fits in phe face oft them that: perovt; choir Preackery | 
ton, Blew Aprazs, and make:them fch fordid allowances, thas/ they arial 
vu wank with. their hands, or '{tarve, ſeeing ie 15. nat totmehy char thes Icortls- 
Warrigurs ſhould buſie themſelves abgur inferiour martersthaznedal roger ai lives: 
hbood, and. ſa Valla renders ity not weeottys but, rigectiationibusurhen our Savidubiens © 
played Fiſhermen.tq Preach his Goſpel, week inftrumentsro conkmadtrhepbrot 
ers X this World, thaygh be, furniſhed them with: faietble- abtities' thas: 
needed not to ftudy, ye be miadethern leave their nets,/andinotuſorberh astheat 
atdinary Profeſſion, Bur laſtly; 2nd moſt farisfactorily;the Apoſtle hove makes 
compariſon, berween Propbane and Spiritual 'Wartargy aud therefore the bettes 
Nybeary Dicapline: did ves 
quire, Veg. 1. 2. ſays that by the Laws of War he rafft.noc havwdny privice: 
affiirs committed to him; nor nind'his own gain, - Hence -we veack! ky: Hand 2of 
the Romans ſeverely proceeding, againſt Poſthwniia for intployuig his Seldicts ro wa | 
the ground, Vid. Leg, drcad. Wy Harry Tit. Miles: And Leo the' Einperob. 
expreſly, thoſe that are armed; and-maintained by the, Commainvrealeh mah] 
mind publick affairs; and norryll the ground, ind Catrel;; or Fraifiick; ' £4: 
C. de re Militaril. 12. All avocations were .inhihited, and ſuch 'niaxters ry 
only co-the publick good enjoyned them; and why' then thould nocithe amelA- 
valogy;hold here, and fuch FH a he permxtedeo the Clegyarieaes thegood ; 
of «wap Church, andthe.Glory of their great. Commander. | Y E* 
Next we are urged by theApoſtles preRticaraibo were foi tendvs eamyi inteorÞ4 
tion thatzhey denied to atrend upon tables, ;and'make provifion- for the Paor/?Fit | 


World pver, the Work great, : and ghe;Laþourers exceeding fewer, 'theieat davers | 
ſion; atliuch 2 time -wayld prove a,conſiderable hindrance and deftraition to thenri, 
nt.n00vy When: the, Lord of the Harveſt has:enereaft che nymber, and | 
rmifhed bis. peaceable ſertled. Church, every: Village being now” fupplied;- and | 
it the complaints of; lame betrue,: the Natioir fo overfiock's, that there's hardly | 
employment, much leſs maintenance forthe, Multitude.” In this cafe tynaks 
no difference of times, *when the meteifull Providenczaþ Gad hatk-raade fa vaſh 
adiſtiction ſcems lictle agreeable ro xeaſon, | / Bur if fromithis, occaſiany muſk be | 
taken prefently to forbid every perty .interfuption: arid: diſturbance ; ;/ how! cams * 
St. Pay to.gantradict hipaſelf, and.zo follow'his Tent making; labouting wich 
his hands fox a livelihood, which mauſt needs rake up agjoad part of  Kis' time; and 
hinder his Praying and Preaching; Add.to this; that theſeyerr Deacons —— ; 
by the.Apaſtles to fucceed ham in the cate of-ther Colledions, were: 
to Epiphaniua of the number of the po Diſcipites, andiyer forthe publick 
their conſtanc, Preaching was Bew. and ex pane Carta: corn Tas 
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- Thirdly, They atgue from the Canons of 'the Primitive Church, prohibiting 
py mien to judge arid intermeddle in Civil Matters, or any Cauſes Secular ; 
[the Prohibjtions of this ſort are ver ag various, they may be ſeen in Balſamon, 
' Zonarus, Binias,rc.It would be'an infinite task to give particular anſwers to each 
'Canon, and therefore I ſhall lay down ſome general Rules, which may the ber- 
ter conduce to the underſtanding of them all,which if well applyed will make an 
abundant ſolution to that fo complicated an Obje&tion. 

And here I cannot but admire the Modeſty of- the Primitive Church, and the 
| Charity of the People ; the carneſtneſs of Princes in Commiſſioning of Spiritual 
'Perſonsto compole all 120-4 4 differences, and the forwardneſs of the oppreſ- 
Gd in fiying to the Tribunals for Juſtice, whereupon the Holy Fathers in pro- 
cels of time to take off their Clergy from thoſe Aﬀairs made ſundry and ſevere Ca- 
nons in divers Counſels, and therefore (1.) *Tis clear, the great deſign was to 
forbid ambitious ſeeking after, and voluntary engageing in Secular matters for 
Sordid ends, and out of Covetous Principles, and this may probably be colle&- 
| ed, becauſe we find a diſpenſation given when impoſed by the ſupreme Magi- 
-ftrate. In the Counſel of Sardis tis granted upon the motion of Of, Si rlgu | 
mparatoris literis vel invitati vel vocati fuerint, and undertaken in obedience as cau 
of: Piety and Charity, overſeeing Widdows and Orphans, provided it extended 
"notito the notorious neglect of their Religious Callings. And thus Juſtin Martyr 
calls the Biſhop the great Steward of all the poor, pol. 2. the Contributions of 
' the Fauhfull being laid down at his feet, and by him diſtributed. ' And Jgnatius 
| Ep. ad Polycarp. calls the Biſhop the great Truſtee of the Widdows. (2) Tis nor 
' total prohibition, bur only a prudent reſtraint, leaſt animoſuies and jealouſies 
Atiould ariſe in the Laity, - by too much encroaching upon their Courts, and there-' 
. fare the wiſdom of ſundry Counſels confin'd the Clergy to ſuch matters as were 
properly of Eccleſiaſtical Cognizance. | 
\But (3.) The ground and reaſon of theſe interdiftions was not the unfit- 
neſs and incapacity of ſpiritual Perſons, but our of reſpe& to their eminent Call- 
| ingyf leaſt they ſhould be diſparaged by mean and vile employments, and expreſs 
mention is made of ſordid Offices about Princes and Noble men, as of Stewards, 
Bailiffs, &c. But when by the favour of Princes their employments were ho- 
-nourable, and their temporary diverſions did bring abundant recompence to. the 
Church ; we find thoſe chat had-the principal hand in enacting theſe Canons 
themſelves engageing. Now can it be ſuppoſed, if this had been the meaning, 
they would have been guilty of ſo great a contradiftion, and no future Cou 
ove it. St. Cyprian much confirms me in this Opinion, 1. de Lapſis, is perſwa- 
dedthat God ſent the great Perſecution under Decius onely to awaken the Chriſti- 
ans;: who were growing exceeding corrupt, eſpecially the Clergy ; for he there 
complains that the Biſhops bed abandoned their holy Functions, and dealc 
' in\matters of the World, haunting Marts and Fairs for filthy lucre ſake. And much 
to fame purpoſe we find. in Writers of our own Country, as Gildas, Bede, &c. 
But to make peace between quarrelling Nations, tro compound differences a- 
monegſt Chriftians, and ſuch like, tending to the honour of God and the Glory of 
the Goſpel, which may be often practiſed without detriment to their Spiritual 
charges , I nevgr find theſe expreſly forbidden, or ſuch as engaged in them, as 
Cyprian, Auſtin, Chryſoftom, Gregory, Bernard, &c. Condemned ; for St. Paul be- 
came all things to all mento gain a Soul : Will not the example bear his Succel- 
ſors our, if they goto the urmoſt verge of their Chriſtian Liberty, ſtill keeping 
q | | | on 
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@n this ſide ſin, to preſerve Kingdoms, the Churches Peace, and to prevent” the 
effuſion of Chriſtian Blood , their abſence ſome days from their private charges 
will be abundantly recompenced by ſuch happy conlequences. 
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CH A P:; IV. 


The Ancient Eſtate of the Cleygy and Priefts in this and other Kingdoms. 
VV E have before intimated that the Prudent Piery of the firſt Chriſtian 


Emperours, for the better Encouragement of Religion and Learn- 
| ing did confer many and great Priviledges and exemprions upon 
their Clergy in thoſe Primitive times.Come we now to manifeſt that the Franchiſes 
of our BrittſhChurch,were neither ſhort for number or extent,and thar they areall 
confirmed by Magna Charta without reſtraint,the words are we have granted to God, 
and by this our preſent Charter confirmed and for our Heirs for ever, that the 
Church of England ſhall be free,and have all her whole Rights and Liberties invi- 
olable,allghe Nation being content to ſtand accurſed,if this grant were at any time 
infringed. You may ſee in Ancient Authors the manner of its Publication (viz;) 
"The King, Prelates, and Peers, &c. came with burning Tapers in their hands, 
throwing them down on the ground, and ſaying, fo ler his light be extinguiſh- 
ed inthe other World, which ſhall go about to break this Charter and Agreement, 
yea more if any thing ſhould be done againſt it and contrary to-it,* it was ipſo 
fafto declared void, 26. Edw. 1,:c. 2. And mitt Magna Charta be violated only 
when the Clergys Priviledges are invaded, - Why thall is not ſtand” firm and 
good for them, and on their behalfs, as for the Laity? -Did not the Clergy la- 
bour as much as any for the Procurement of it? Nay -were theyygor they who 
procured it from the ſeveral and reſpeCtive Kings?Ler us .defire the Enemies of the 
Clergy to ſee their own Cronicles, and they ſhall receive fatisfattion:' Now whar | 
the Liberties of the Church were, to ſet them down would:ask a Volume ; the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Cooke ſays expreſly, they had more and greater than other of 
the Kings Subjects, ſome few he recites, as that they were diſcharged from Pur- 
veyances, Tolls, Cuſtoms, Diſtreſles by the Sheriff in the old inheritanee+ of the 
Church, with others of the like nature. It might fetch tears fromiſometo look - 
back upon the Piety and Charity of our Saxon »Anceſtors who in theit greateſt 
impoſitions ever held their Eccleſiaſticks excuſed, no part of that 'inſupportable 
Tax of Danegelt, under which the Kingdom ſo much groaned, being ever paid 
by them, Vid. Spelm. Gloſſ. in Danegelt. and.it may be made appear, that-rill after 
the Conquelt (the tenure of their Lands being at that- trme /Frank Almoigne) they 
were ever priviledged. For King Ethelwolf -in a fall Convention of \his States at. 
Wincheſter, Am. Dom. 858. Enacted that Tithes and Church Lands throughour 
all his Dominions ſhould be free-from Civil Burdens and ExaCtions,- as-miich' as 
Royal Tributes great and (mall, Yid. Spelm. Concil. ad Annunt diftum. Burdureing 
our late inteſtine Wars, How unequal were Quarterings' ard 'Conttibiitions- 
What heavy Burthens did the poor Clergy beat, no redteſs beitig found" to their 
birtereſt complaints from the Lay Judges, who in ſome' places made ſport-artheir 
Miſeries and Oppreſſions, as it nothing had-been roo hard- or” infipportable for 
their ſhoulders ; now thoſe hy $6" h Mercy ate ovet, and muſt be forgortetn 
to receive almoſt in all placest efrne hand meaſure from their ptet ' well+ 
E ' wiſhers, 


| | F 
wiſhers, This ſtrikes to the 'heart. When no regard is had of all theit paſt 
ſufferings ; Firſt-fruits, Tenths, (no ſmall ſtanding revenue of the Crown, a: 
mounting as ſome compute to near 40000 |. per annum) which they joyfully diſ- 
charge, but they muſt Rtill be left to the arbritrary diſproportionate Impoſitions of 
every — inſolent Officer : The confderation hereof hath convinced 
many Pymeny © a different per{waſton) thar'*ris not only uſefull but- expedi- 


ent, yea neceſlary forthe Church, to have ſome of his owa Ordering Power to 
protect them, and to hear and redreſs their juſt grievances: But what further 
concerns the Clergys Priviledges and juft Rights, being fo learnedly handled by 


the Immortal Spelman,aud the general ones ſo fully ted by Rebuffus de Stud. 
Priv.andothers,| ſhall not here any further enlarge upon them. The grand concern 
at preſent, and which we principally deſign is,how far they were Priviledged asto 
publick Afemblzes and State Conſultarions. And that the Holy Conſtantine, and 
many other famous Kings and Emperours have made uſe of their advice both ar 
Home and Abroad, employed them in Embaſſies and other important Tianſ- 
actions hath been already demonſtrated. And here in the firſt place, if ſuch an 
*4rgument could hope to {way with us Chriſtians, it would ſoon be proved that 
thoſe who attended the Worſhip.of the Heathen gods were admitted @h Greece, 
the then moſt knowing and civtlized part of the World, into their Pan-tolium 
and Amphy#ioman Counſels.. Amongſt the Athenian Areopagites and Reman Senators, 
and that the Old Gauls divided their ſtares in Druidas (who had omnium rerum imma: 
nitatem) Equites,Plebem, as the 'oyptians before did into Prieſts, Soldiers and Tradeſ- 
men: Bur leaving Gentiliſme we will haſten 'to: Chriſtendome : And here once 
for all, deſire our Reader to conſider, that by the fundamental Conſtitutions of 
the moſt and. beſt ſettled Nations in Exrope,there are three- States generally ſettled 
whereof the Clergy is ever one :-/Now to make this' good, though we might 
produce! yariggy of inſtances; yer we ſhall content our ſelves with the ſingle 
Teſtimony of Calvn —m—_—_ char it will go farther with ſome, than a Jury 
of others, This we findexpreſly afletted in his-Inſtiturions, 1. 4. c. 20. Se&.31. In 
ſingulis regnis _— ordines, 8c. which how to make up without the Spiritualty 
will be hard and beyond my skill. In our Neighbour Nation of France the pra- 
ctiſe is notoriouſly known, the ancientſtile of the Royal Edits always running, 
as 'tis Recorded of Pep, Ann. 7.44: Per Conſilium Sacerdotum & Optimatum ordinavi- 
mu, Per Confiliun Sacerdatum-32 optimatum ordmavit Carolomanus , Thuanus pasſm. It 
might farther be noted that {1x Prelates are here Pairee of that great arid- famous 
Kingdom, three of them being ftiled Dukes, .and three Counts, See Seldens 
Titles p3 we and yerthe whole number-vt the Pairee exceeds not 'T welve. 
As likewiſe the Arch Biſhop otParis hath a peculiar indulgence in being preſent in 
every Court'of that Royal City without exception-Chappinus. Look we into Hun- 
gary where Thwroczjns informs us that by the Fundamental Conltirutiogs'of- King 
Stephen,. the Biſhops in-Concidio Regis. primi adfiſtmnt... Poland comes behind none in 
its Reverence and Reſpect fot their; Clergy, where the Arch Biſhop of Gneſna is 
Pronas Regni &* Princeps primus, Stani). Kriſtanowick m diſcrip. Polon. whole juriſdict- 
ton is not. limited tg the Spirituality atone, bur hath the chief place-in the 'Rank of 
the Senators aſfigned!/bim,, and is of the-greateft Authority in all publickConſulta- 
tions: And when at any'time there happens an Jnterregnun (as it Gomueraly doth in 


-— 


thoſe EleQive Kingdoms): it belongsito him to ſurmmon a Dyet to give Audience + 


to Forreign Embaſſadours,and to appoint a time:and place for the Eleftion of a 


New King.. -,Qur Author farther enlargeth this to have proceeded from the Piety 
| of 
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of the Poliſh Kings towards the Church, that rhe Sons 6f ir {fiould for evet hold | 
the higheſt places in their Conventions) with-many -other Priviledges which to 
thisday they enjoy in his own words, {and he 18 Clergyman neithvy;bit hk bees TWRtki- 

mo 1[lins Ryo commodo, emolumento, adjitments, \uddo' 7+ ornaments; Chomerns andther Mi- 
ſorian of char Country adds, thac there isevet a Royal ſtandits Countil: 

the King, of whichthere is to be rewo Arch Bifhops, and ſeven” Biſhops.” Ant] 
how conſiderable a number in all the-Germaa Dyers the Ecclefiaſticks are- Pai: 

- nivs is a Witneſs beyond exception, who reckons thirty four Biſhops that have 
their Votes there beſides Abbots, Priors, &*c: who pals for Religious Perſons,and | 
in the Septemvirate we Find £0 leſs than three Clergy-men, Mentz Arch Chancellour ) 
of Germany, Coln of France, and Thers of fraly... Ithal wholly our of this Colledti- 
on omit Spain and Ttaly, as being ſuch knoyn vaſlals to the Pope, where the Cler- 
gy Rule the Roaſt. Bur one word daſhes all this | with ſome | They are Papiſts, a 
doughty argument to condemn any thing though backed by fiever f ſtrong rea- 
ſons : And ler us examine how matters ſtand with others, Andreas Bureus in his 
Deſcription of Sweden, acknowledges that the Fccleſiaſticks wete heretofore the 
Prime men in the Senate, till the Coverouſneſs of Guſtavus the firſt deſpoiled thetn 
of. their Reveriues : Yer fince the Reformation, they ſtill t6'this day retainthr 
ſuffrages in all Publick Dyets of the. Kingdom. And whet-the New Crowhtt 
King.makes choice of his Counſellvrg/the Arch Biſhop of Wpſal is (rll- [the firſt, 
who is allowed a greater proportion of Attendants, when he comes tg the King . 
than any Noble man-in'the Nation, no fewer than Forty Horſe being” petmitted 
him ; whereas the retinue of the other Noble ntien muſt not exceed Thirty: © Art 
in the great Aſſembly ar Lincopen; Am. 1600. we find both Biſhops ind othet 
Eccleſiaſticks. .' And as to Denmark, Pontanns recites Seven Biſhops as the Eccles 
fiaſtical Nobility, and theſe have their Votes in all Gratid Meetings: / - Tons 4b 
Elveryelt diſtributes the States of. Holſtein into three Otders, 't: King and Pririces: 
2. Prelates. 3. The Families of the Nobles. And he tnakes the Biſhops of 
Lubeck and Slewick the tworPrime Peers in all their Dyets. In Scotland it is Know 
that anciently the Bithops and Ptelates were Eſſential Membets of the Parlizmerit; 
and had their Seats as ours here in England on the Right hand' of the Kitg + "And 
in a Parliament, held at Edenborough, 4m. 1597. a Vote paſſed for reſtoring the 
Clergy to theit Original Pttviledges, as the Third Eftate in that 6 {the 
Learned Prince King James Condemining;that Act of Annexing their” Teripetzls 
ties to the 'Ctown as Vile;and:Pernmons, :Baftd. Dori l. 249.447 Then fb? O6#vk 
«ſelf, who is ſo much a. ftratger to-thatRetormanion, as ro'beipgnofatir” what i 
ſtroke: Calvin and dthers had upon the Senate-or grand Counſel,which give vced- 
fien-to that:complaint of. forpe, that they had expelled Oe: Biſhop: dnd «dMittet> maiy; 
If remoter Countries bet be regarded, amiongſt the Abisſmes the Clergy? l'Parts 
viownt in Aﬀairs of all natures,” and weread in Damianus d Gors-of Zapd Zlthh $6 F- 
thidpian.Biſhop. Viceray of Beyang ſent: Embaſſadous to the King of Po/thedhTDAIf. 
Orat,c; In. Myſtovy their: ſtpreme Convention, which thoſe Inbabirants'eall Zo, 
conhiſts ofthe-grear Duke; Twenty.'Eeclefiafticks; 'a6d as matiy/Nobles, the edit 
mon People being, wholl#excluded;; 4nd whenthey are 1nec'ty$edhidr, oh Putri 

' arch and Eccleſiaſticksare always firſt Confulted,i and firſt doViver + > Option. 
Lfhall conclude this Paragraph, bnely remindirlg, that neitherthePlgant #or Mis / 
hometinis are (o inhumane or.ircetigious; or diſcoarteous to theip Priefks 63r&f | 
them this Liberty.: ForsHatTully acquikahts us thavie was theappointttiend of t 
Gods, thatthe Roman Pontifices ſhould got orily take care of: the Religi6ng but 
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" further Sunnis Reipub. preſſe voluerunt, Orat. pro.dom. ſua. Nay at this very day the 
' Barbarous Turks never exclude their Mufti, but allow bim free entrance, and 
Vate into all their Divans and Counſels ; yea the great Sultan himſelf fo Honours 
the Mufti, that as often as he comes into his Preſence, he riſes from his Seat, and 
according to their mode, porcing his hand to his breaſt, bows his head in token of 
reverence and Honour, which he ſhews not to any other Subject, and will hard- 
ly vouchſafe the like honours to the mightieſt Monarch upon Earth. 
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Englands more particular Reſpe&t and Kindneſs to the Clergy. 


Honour which our Saxon Kings had for their Clergy, neither was this a mat- 

K ter onely precarious,and by the Courteſie (as we ſay) of England, Sed iis -— 
matum legibus, Spelm. Concil. Ep. ad Regem. The Perſon who Miniſtred at the Altar 
was eſteemed equal in all things in cenſu paraggr Capitss, to the Lord of the Mannour 
or any Knight, Leg. Zthel. c. ult. de Wirgilds. The Abbot was eſteemed no leſs 
than a greater Thane which now we call a Baron of the Kingdom. The Biſhop 
of- no inferiour Rank than the Count or Earl, Qui integro fruebantur comitatu. The 
Arch Biſhop equal to any Duke, who might happen to be ſet over, and have the 
Rule of many Countries ; for that ſaith the Learned Spelman, in theſe times our 
Kings gave —_—_ the greateſt reſpe& and honour to their Clergy ; for that in 
their keeping were theKeys of Learning and Knowledge,the Seculars in the mean 
time-addicting themſelves moſt what to the Wars,ſo that in thoſe rimes it came to 
pal that the Prieſts mouth was the Oracle of ourCommon People no leſs than of 
e King and Commonwealth; for that they had ever the firſt Place in our Com-' 
mitia's .and Aſſemblies, no leſs than in the Kings Courts of Juſtice, and Law 
Tribunals in the Kings Palace with the Nobles of his Kingdom in the Counties 
with the Comiftees and Juſtices of the Counties, in the Sheriffs Courts | - turno 
Vicecomites | together with the Sheriffs, the Biſhops had their Adleſlors, yea in the 
Hundred:Courts, they or their Miniſters fate together, with the Lord of the Fine 
dred.;.{o-that one ſword was ever helpfull to the orher in'the Adminiſtration- of 
Juſtice, ; and'nothing of moment was done in theſe Courts of Judgment, bur by 
their advice and afſittance, Spelm. 1. prius citat.” The practice of the Kingdom'ran 
parallel with the Law ; for in all Antient Charters:and - Laws which heretofore 
were paſſed and made by ſigning their names cur” ſigno crucis, the Spiritual Lords 
everprecceded the Temporal.ln.a donation:of Ethelbert, 4:D.605.to the Monalte- 
ry of St: Peter in Canterbuty, the fiſt witneſs ſubſctibing it, is Auſtin the Biſhop, and 
after, him ſeveral'Dukes and Earls, Monaſt. Angl.es Spelm.Conc.pasſm. In a-Charter of 
King Is, Ann. Dom. 715.To the Monaſtery of Glaſſenbury, after the Biſhops, 
Boorthwald arid Fordred, occur Waldhere, Ethelherd, Ummin and Winchelin, the greateſt 
Peers 1n the Natzon putting their Names. Not long after in a Grant of King 
Offs to-the Abby * Worceſter, Ann. Dom. 708. Brotdran, Berthand, Eadbald, and 
Eadbald, two Princes, and two Dukes, follows the Biſhops. And at the ſame 
Kings Conlecration at St. Albans, Ann. 79 3- No leſs than 10 Dukes, belides 


other 


I Might here be very large ſhould I but give the World a brief account of the 
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dther NoDIes'g1Ve PIAce to the Yrelates, And to make .an, end, 1012 Cnarter” 
of King Edward the Confeſſor to the Monaſtery of Wincheſter ; immediately - 
after the King ſubſcribed Plegmund and Fritheſtan the Biſhops, being followed by 


'Ethelward the Kings Brother, thelſtan, Zlfweard the Kings two. Sons; 'Oredluf, 


Orced, Brorhtulf and Heerferth Dukes, 'rhany more of this nature might'be:. produ- 
ced out of the ſame Authors, and others, as ſtanding monuments of the Clergies 
Repurarion, and the Reverence our Religious Anceſtors bare to their FunCtions, 
particularly the third Charter of King Edward the Conteſlor of the Foundation of 
the Abby of Weſtminſter, where more particularly we find Oſberne and Peter two 
of the. ſaid Kings Chaplains, ſigning the Charter before ſeveral of the: Earls. 
And furthermore, here is Stature Law in the Caſe that this uſage may not be 
thought to proceed meerly from the Curteſie of England, "tis confirm'd; by the 
Statute of the 31 Hen. $.c. 10. Wherein all degrees and. offices are placed in 
Aſſemblies and Conferences, and there the Arch Biſhop of Canterbury as | primus 
Par regni the firſt Peer of the Kingdom is ranked before all the Nobility, and Sea- 
ted at the Kings right hand, next and immediately after the Royal Blood, and 
the Vicegerent, and the reſt of the Biſhops follow him in their due precedency, 


_ according to the Dignities and Aunciencies of their reſpeQtive Sees. See farther, 


the Statute of 8. of Eliz, c.,1. where in that Statute they are called an high, and 
one of the greateſt Eſtates of the Kingdom, nor were they ever excluded from 
the greateſt Employments of Honours and Truſt in the *Kingdom, and to evi- 
dence, that this is not ſpoke without Book, we will ſubjoin a Catalogue. of 
Churchmen Collected out of Godwin, Malmesbury, Spelman, Dugdale, and others, 
Cc. that have born all, art leaſt the moſt honourable Offices of State, arid (how. - 
ever beſpatter'd by ſome) diſcharged them with much integrity and repute Enge 
land owing more of its happinels to men of this Calling than any other, though 
it cannot be denyed but ſome miſcarriages might be here and. there found, and 
yet as few as can be expected in ſuch a Mulritude : and if a man were diſpoſed 
to find fault, he might without much pains takeing two for one in Criticall 

examining any other Profeſſion. Let us begin then with Englands Metropolitan, 
ro whom this Primacy juſtly appertains, .and take the reſt in Order, onely pre- | 
miſing this, that tis true indeed we find fewer of this See upon the Civil Stage 
than any other, molt Offices being lookt upon as below the Archiepiſcopal Dig- 
nity, and therefore a Nobleman upbraided Hurbert Arch Biſhop 1 1 99. when ih 
was made Chancellour of England, Chief Juſtice of England, and high Governour ' 
of all the Dominions under King Richard the firſt, however we ſhall begin 


with his Perſon and See. 


Canterbury. 


Hubert under Richard 1. and King John, who intruſted the ſame Prelate. with - 
the Government of the whole Realm at his departure into Normandy... : Gualter, 
Reynolds Chancellour, Ann. Dom. 1 310. Jobn Stratford Chancellour under Edw.z. 
And when the King Invaded France, no Perſon thought fo fit in his abſence-to 
have the Government of the Nation entruſted to him. Simon Iſlip of the Privy 
Counſel to the Edw. 3. Jobn Stafford to Hen. 5. John Morton to Hen. 6. arid dw. 
4. Burt we need not ſtand upon this, when in truth it hath been ſeldom known 
that any of them have been at any time omitted : Nor was this proper only to 
the times of Propery : Come tothe Refottriation, we find Arch Biſhop Cranmer 
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